Research Exercise

ANALYZING A HISTORICAL DOCUMENT
* Steps:


1. Type of document.

2. Physical qualities.

3. Dates of the document.
4. Identify who wrote the document (author or creator and job position)


5. For what audience was the document written?


6. Document Information:


a. List three things the author said that you think are important.


b. Why do you think this document was written?

c. What was the purpose of this document? Why was it written for?  (Quote from document)

d. List two things the document tells you about the life of Puerto Ricans in the United States at the time it was written.
e. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document.
f. Are there any dates that help us to reconstruct a chronology?
g. Who are the social actors or people involved in the narrative provided by the document?

* General Questions:

What can we learn from this document about the case of Puerto Ricans in a particular place?

How does this document relate to the Puerto Rican migration to the United States?
Adapted from an original developed by the Educational Staff at the National Archives and Records Administration 7/2005.

