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iscrimination against Puerto

Ricans by the mass media takes

three main forms: Exclusion—the
mass media refuses to acknowledge
that Puerto Ricans exist, This includes
the failure of the news and television
documentaries to report on our reality.
Dehumanization—when we do appear in
the mass media, we are the targets of
consistent negative stereotyping, which
includes ridicule of our culture and
language. Job discrimination—Puerto
Ricans are blocked from working in the
mass communications industry as
actors, actresses, writers, producers,
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editors, technicians, and reporters, We
are thus prevented from bringing our
unique sensibilities, awareness, con-
cerns, and creativity to the media, This
situation is not unique to Puerto
Ricans. In fact, we share this problem
with all people of color in America,
Media exclusion, dehumanization,
and discrimination are part of the
cultural domination inherent in un-
equal power relations, and a key
feature of the historical process by
which people of color have been and
continue to be subordinated. Cultural
domination involves racist omissions,




