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Descriptive Summary

Creator: Jesus Colon

Collection Title: The Jesus Colon Papers, 1901-1974
Inclusive Dates:1901-1974

Bulk Dates: 1920-1970

Quantity: 21.52 cubic feet

Repository: Archives of the Puerto Rican Diaspora
Abstract: The Jests Coldn Papers are a significant
contribution to the study of Puerto Rican history and
especially to the reconstruction of Puerto Rican
community history in New York. They support research
on such topics as organizational development, political
participation among Puerto Ricans in New York,
employment, discrimination, and the labor movement.
There are letters, notes, drafts of published and
unpublished works, reports, clippings, and photographs
with a majority of the papers consisting of organizational
records such as by-laws, minutes, membership lists,
programs, and policy statements.

Resumen descriptivo

Creador: Jesus Colon

Titulo: The Jests Colon Papers, 1901-1974

Fechas extremas: 1901-1974

Periodo Principal: 1920-1970

Cantidad: 21.52 pies cubicos

Respositorio: Archives of the Puerto Rican Diaspora
Abstracto: Los documentos de Jesus Colén son una
contribucién significativa a la historia de Puerto Rico y
en especial a la reconstruccion de la historia de la
comunidad puertorriquefia de Nueva York. Estos
documentos sirven como fuente de investigacion
principalmente en torno al desarrollo de organizaciones
y la participacion politica entre los puertorriquefios en
Nueva York, ilustran los problemas de empleo y
discriminacion y las relaciones de los puertorriquefios
con otros grupos en la ciudad. Documentan la historia
del movimiento obrero en Puerto Rico asi como las
relaciones de los puertorriquefios en las organizaciones
de izquierda y obreras en Nueva York. En éstos, se
pueden encontrar cartas, notas, borradores de trabajos
publicados y sin publicar, informes, recortes de
periédicos y fotografias. La mayor parte son
documentos de organizaciones tales como: reglamentos,
actas, listas de membresia, programas, hojas sueltas y
declaraciones.
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JESUS COLON (1901-1974)

Biographical Note:

Jess Colon was born in Cayey, Puerto Rico on January
20,1901. As a teenager, he moved to San Juan and
attended Central Grammar School. There he served as
director of the school journal jjjAdelante
the president of the Manuel Fernandez Juncos literary
society. As a student he became active in political
movements and joined the newly established Socialist
Party. In 1917, Colon arrived in New York City aboard
the S.S. Carolina.
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Colon's testimonial work A Puerto Rican in New York
and Other Sketches describes his experiences upon his
arrival in New York and the problems he faced finding
jobs and housing. Another source of information on
Colén's early years in New York is the lively and
romantic correspondence with his school sweetheart,
Rufa Concepcién Fernandez (Concha) who became his
wife in 1925. These letters richly comment on Colon's
adjustment to his new environment and to his immediate
involvement with the Puerto Rican "colonia” in New
York.

Colon worked at many unskilled jobs: in factories, as a
dockworker, dishwasher, waiter, and as a postal clerk.
Having worked his way through night school at Boys'
High from where he graduated, he attended St. John's
University for a time, but never completed a college
degree.

During the 1920s, the Puerto Rican population of New
York City increased and settlements could be found in
Brooklyn in the Navy Yard and Boro Hall sections, in
East Harlem (EI Barrio) and in parts of the Bronx. Jesus
Colén became an active participant in Puerto Rican
community affairs helping to found organizations and

Nota biogréfica:

Jess Coldn naci6 en Cayey Puerto Rico, el 20 de enero
del 1901. Durante su adolescencia se muda a San Juan
donde asiste a la Escuela "Central Grammar". En dicha
escuela ejerce las funciones de director del periddico
iiiAdelante!!! y de presidente de la sociedad literaria
Manuel Fernandez Juncos. Durante este periodo, Colén
se integra activamente a los movimientos politicos y
forma parte del recién creado Partido Socialista. En
1917, embarc6é en el S.S. Carolina, con destino a la
Ciudad de Nueva York.

La obra testimonial de Col6n A Puerto Rican in New
York and Other Sketches describe sus experiencias a su
Ilegada a Nueva York y los problemas que enfrent6 en la
basqueda de trabajo y vivienda. Otra fuente de
informacion para documental estos primeros afios de
Colén en Nueva York, consiste de correspondencia,
muy viva y romantica, con su novia, Rufa Concepcion
Fernandez (Concha), quien en 1925 se conviertié en su
esposa. Estas cartas documentan como Colén se fue
ajustando al nuevo ambiente y su inmediato
compromiso con la colonia puertorriquefia de Nueva
York.

Colon trabaj6 como empleado no diestro en fabricas y
muelles, como lavador de platos y mesero y como
empleado postal. Se gradud de la escuela nocturna Boys'
High y asisti6 por un tiempo a St. John's University,
aunque nunca complet6 un grado universitario.

Durante la década de los veinte, la poblacién
puertorriquefia de la Ciudad de Nueva York aument6 y
se podian encontrar colonias en las secciones de Navy
Yard y Boro Hall de Brooklyn, en el Este de Harlem (EI
Barrio) y en areas del Bronx. Jesus Colon participo
activamente en la comunidad puertorriquefia, ayudando
en la creacién de organizaciones y trabajando como
organizador laboral. En 1918, Col6n y otros formaron
el primer comité puertorriquefio del Partido Socialista de
Nueva York. Fue miembro fundador y primer secretario
de la Alianza Obrera Puertorriquefia y del Ateneo
Obrero, donde ademas ensefid cursos a los trabajadores,
miembro fundador y director de Sol Naciente, una de las
primeras sociedades fraternales hispanas.

las

También fue miembro fundador de una de
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publications, and working as a labor organizer. In 1918,
he and a number of others formed the first Puerto Rican
committee of the Socialist Party in New York. He was a
founding member and first secretary of the Alianza
Obrera Puertorriquefia and of the Ateneo Obrero where
he taught courses for workers; a founding member and
director of "Sol Naciente," one of the earliest Hispanic
fraternal societies; and a founding member of one of the
most important civic organizations, La Liga
Puertorriquefia e Hispana serving for a time as director of
its Boletin.

As a full time labor organizer, he was the national head
of the thirty Spanish and Portuguese speaking lodges of
the International Workers Order (IWQ), a multinational
fraternal organization founded in 1930. Some of his
work in the IWO centered on organizing children and
youth into choral, dance, and drama groups, sports clubs,
and other activities.

Colén, whether using his own name or the pseudonyms
Miquis Tiquis and Pericles Espada, distinguished himself
as a writer contributing to numerous publications. In the
late 1920s and into the 1940s, he wrote for various
Spanish language papers published in New York, among
them Grafico, EI Nuevo Mundo, Vida Obrera, La Voz,
and Liberacion. In 1923, he was a regular contributor to
the socialist newspaper, Justicia, published in Puerto
Rico. Later, beginning in 1955 Colén also wrote a
regular column in English for the Communist Party
papers, the Daily Worker and the Daily World. His
writing was not limited to articles and news commentary.
He also wrote poetry, and short stories.

The book A Puerto Rican in New York and Other
Sketches was first published in 1961 and reprinted in
1984. The vignettes which are sometimes humorous,
sometimes didactic, provide a portrait of Puerto Ricans
different from the common stereotypes. It was one of the
first books written in English by a Puerto Rican about the
Puerto Rican experience. Some of the sketches had
appeared in Spanish in the paper Pueblos Hispanos in
1943-1944 and were translated into many other
languages after publication.

Throughout his life Colén was an active member of the
Communist Party of the United States of America and
was linked to international progressive movements,
especially those in Latin America. In 1969 he ran for
city comptroller on the Communist Party line. He was
also a candidate for city council and for assemblyman
under the banner of the American Labor Party.

organizaciones civicas mas importante, La Liga
Puertorriquefia e Hispana, donde ademas sirvié como
director del Boletin.

Como organizador a tiempo completo, Colén fue
director nacional de treinta logias de habla hispana y
portuguesa de la Orden Internacional de Trabajadores
(IWO), una organizacion fraternal multinacional que se
fund6 en 1930. Parte de su trabajo en la IWO consistio
en organizar a los nifios y jovenes en coros, bailes,
grupos de teatro, clubes deportivos, y otras actividades.

Colén ya fuese bajo su nombre o con los seudénimos de
“Miquis Tiquis” y “Pericles Espada” se distinguié como
escritor contribuyendo a numerosas publicaciones.
Desde finales de la década de los veinte y hasta la del
cuarenta, escribio para varios periodicos que se
publicaban en espafiol en Nueva York, entre los que se
encuentran Gréfico, EI Nuevo Mundo, Vida Obrera, La
Voz, y Liberacion. Durante el 1923 contribuyd
regularmente al periddico socialista Justicia, el cual se
publicaba en Puerto Rico. Mas tarde, comenzando en el
1955, Col6n escribi6 una columna regular en el
periodico del Partido Comunista, el Daily Worker, que
luego se convirtié en el Daily World. Sus columnas no
se limitaron a comentarios politicos y articulos, sino que
también escribio poesias y cuentos cortos.

Su libro A Puerto Rican in New York and Other
Sketches, fue publicado por primera vez en 1961 y se
imprimi6 nuevamente en 1984. Las vifietas, que algunas
veces eran humoristicas y otras didacticas, proveen una
imagen diferente de los puertorriquefios que la
comunmente estereotipada. Fue uno de los primeros
libros escritos en inglés por un puertorriquefio sobre la
experiencia de los puertorriquefios. Algunas de las
vifietas aparecieron en espafiol en el periddico Pueblos
Hispanos entre 1943 y 1944 y fueron traducidas a otros
idiomas.

A través de su vida Colon fue miembro activo del
Partido Comunista de los Estados Unidos de América y
se mantuvo vinculado a los movimientos progresistas
intemacionales, especialmente los de América Latina.
En 1969 se postul6 para Contralor por el Partido
Comunista. Fue ademas candidato a Concejal de la
ciudad y a Asambleista bajo la insignia del American
Labor Party.

A pesar de su trabajo internacional con el Partido
Comunista y sus preocupaciones por los trabajadores del
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Despite his international work with the Communist Party
and his concern for workers everywhere, Jests Colén is
best remembered for his political commitment to the
Puerto Ricans in New York and his energetic advocacy
for Puerto Rican rights. He spent decades writing,
lecturing, and most of all, organizing on behalf of Puerto
Rican causes here.

Although he spent all of his adult life in NewYork,
Colon maintained close ties to individuals and
organizations in Puerto Rico working for the Puerto
Rican independence movement and the labor movement.
He was well aware that the migrant's quest for equality in
the United States could not be separated from Puerto
Rico's colonial condition.

JesGs Colon was a tireless community leader and a
prolific writer. What he described as his "varied and
colorful life" came to an end on Tuesday, May 14, 1974
in New York.

mundo, Jesis Colén es mejor recordado por su
compromiso politico hacia los puertorriquefios en Nueva
York y su enérgica defensa de los derechos de los
puertorriquefios. Se dedico por décadas a escribir, dictar
conferencias y a organizar a beneficio de la causa de los
puertorriquefios en Nueva York.

Aln cuando Col6n pas6 la mayor parte de su vida en
Nueva York, mantuvo grandes lazos de unidad con
individuos y organizaciones en Puerto Rico que
trabajaban con los movimientos independentistas y
obreros. Coldn estaba muy consciente que la busqueda
de igualdad por parte de los migrantes a los Estados
Unidos estaba ligada a la condicion colonial de Puerto
Rico.

Colon fue un incansable lider de la comunidad y un
escritor prolifico. Lo que él describe como su “vida
variada y pintoresca” terminé el martes 14 de mayo del
1974 en Nueva York.



Scope and Content Note:

The Jests Col6n Papers are a significant contribution to
the study of Puerto Rican history and especially to the
reconstruction of Puerto Rican community history in
New York. They support research principally on such
topics as organizational development and political
participation among Puerto Ricans in New York. They
also shed light on issues of employment and
discrimination and Puerto Rican relationships to other
groups in the city. The history of the labor movement in
Puerto Rico as well as Puerto Rican involvement in
labor and left organizations in NewYork are
documented. The collection spans the years from 1901
to 1974, with the bulk of the papers dating from 1920 to
1970. There are letters, notes, drafts of published and
unpublished works, reports, clippings, and photographs
with a majority of the papers consisting of organizational
records such as by-laws, lists, programs, and policy
statements.

The collection is divided into twelve series:

I. Personal and Biographical Information
I1. Correspondence

I11. Writings

IV. Political Activities

V. Organizational Activities

VI. New York Organizations

VII. Puerto Rico

VIII1. Subject Files

IX. Photographs

X. Clippings

Additions:

XI. Minutes and Directory Vanguardia
Puertorriquefia

XI1. Publications

Also for series I-111, V-VI, VIII

Extension y contenido:

Los documentos de Jests Colon son una contribucion
significativa a la historia de Puerto Rico y en especial a
la reconstruccion de la historia de la comunidad
puertorriquefia de Nueva York. Estos documentos
sirven como fuente de investigacién principalmente en
torno al desarrollo de organizaciones y la participacion
politica entre los puertorriquefios en Nueva York ilustran
los problemas de empleo y discriminacion y las
relaciones de los puertorriquefios con otros grupos en la
ciudad. Documentan la historia del movimiento obrero
en Puerto Rico asi como las relaciones de los
puertorriquefios en las organizaciones de izquierda y
obreras en Nueva York. La coleccion incluye
documentos de los afios de 1901 a 1974, aunque la
mayor parte de los mismos data de 1920 a 1970. En
éstos, se pueden encontrar cartas, notas, borradores de
trabajos publicados y sin publicar, informes, recortes de
periddicos y fotografias. La mayor parte son
documentos de organizaciones tales como: reglamentos,
listas, programas, hojas sueltas y declaraciones.

La coleccion esta dividida en doce series:

I. Informacién biogréfica y personal
I1. Correspondencia

I11. Escritos

IV. Actividades politicas

V. Adividades organizativas

V1. Organizaciones en Nueva York
VII. Puerto Rico

VIII. Archivo temético

IX. Fotografias

X. Recortes de periodicos

Ingresos:

XI. Actas y Directorio de la Vanguardia
Puertorriquefia

XII. Publicaciones

También para las series I-111, V-VI, VIII



Access Points/ Términos clave:

Subject Names// Nombres:

Andreu Iglesias, César (Partido Comunista Puertorrigquefio)
Colon, Clara, --1908 - 1970

Colon, Joaquin

Colén, Concha --ca.1902 - 1958.

Fernandez, Rufa Concepcidn, --ca.1902 - 1958.

Mufioz Marin, Luis (Popular Democratic Party)

Séez Corales, Juan (Presidente de la Confederacion General de Trabajadores)
Santos Rivera, Juan (Partido Comunista Puertorriquefio)
Teplow, Bertha --1908 - 1970.

Vega, Bernardo, --1885 - 1965.

Subject Organizations/ Materia de organizaciones:
Alianza Obrera Puertorriquefia

American Labor Party

Club Cubano Interamericano

Club Obrero Espariol

Communist Party of the United States
Confederacién General de Trabajadores
Internacional Workers Order

Liga Puertorriquefia e Hispana, IWO

Movimiento Pro Independencia (MPI)

Partido Comunista Puertorriquefio

Partido Popular Democrético

Seccidn Hispana de la International Workers Order
Sociedad Fraternal Cervantes.

Vanguardia Puertorriquefia

Subject Topics/ Temas:

House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC)
Independence Movement in Puerto Rico

Labor movement in Puerto Rico

Puerto Ricans in Brooklyn

Puerto Rican Left Movement

Puerto Ricans -- New York City.

Puerto Rico -- Politics and government.

Political activists -- New York (State) -- New York.

Political participation -- New York.

Friendly Societies -- New York (State) -- New York.
Authors, Puerto Rican.

Political participation -- Puerto Rico.

Civil rights -- New York.

Document Types/Tipos de documentos
Correspondence / Correspondencia
Photographs / Fotografias

Clippings / Recortes de periddicos
Flyers / Hojas sueltas

Programs / Programas

Minutes / Actas



Series I: Personal and Biographical Information
(1901-1974)

This is a small series which contains such items as
Colon's birth certificate, notes about him for a
testimonial dinner, various reviews of his works, the
book contract for A Puerto Rican in New York and Other
Sketches, certificates, and other personal documents.

Folder
Cartapacio

Box
Caja
1

Contract, 1957
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Serie I: Informacion biogréafica y personal (1901-
1974)

Esta pequefia serie contiene documentos tales como: el
certificado de nacimiento de Col6n, notas sabre una cena
testimonial que se celebrd en su nombre, el contrato de
su libro A Puerto Rican in New York and Other
Sketches, certificados, y otros documentos personales.

Biographical Information, undated, 1974
Birth Certificate, 1901

Memorabilia, undated

Personal Documents, 1922-1971
Public Lectures, 1929

Requests For His Writings, 1965
Reviews of His Work, 1962-1963
Testimonial Committee to Honor Jesus

Colon, 1961-1968
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Series I1: Correspondence (1919-1973)

Divided into incoming and outgoing correspondence and
arranged chronologically, this series is fairly large and
represents one of the most important elements of the
collection. Although the letters range from 1919-1973,
the bulk of them date from the 1940s, mainly from 1944
to 1949. Most of the letters are handwritten or typed in
Spanish. The majority of the correspondence (Boxes 2-
6) is incoming. There is an important selection of letters
from the early 1920s written by Col6n to his future wife,
Concha, which are deeply personal and reveal much of
what Colon experienced as a new migrant in New York.

The correspondence of the 1930s is primarily from New
York and testifies to the organization building that was
occurring and Colén's role in the creation and
development of different organizations. For the 1940s,
most letters are from political and labor leaders in Puerto
Rico. From Juan Saéz Corales, head of the
Confederacion General de Trabajadores, he received
detailed descriptions of the situation of the unions and
the condition of the workers (Box 2, folders 5 and 16);
leaders of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico, César
Andreu Iglesias and Juan Santos Rivera shared
information and sought advice regarding party affairs

Directories, undated, 1950-1969

Serie I1: Correspondencia (1919-1973)

Esta serie es bastante amplia y representa uno de los
elementos mas importantes de la coleccion. Esta
dividida en correspondencia recibida (cajas 2-6) y
enviada (cajas 7-8). A pesar de que las cartas cubren de
1919 a 1973, la mayoria data de la década de los
cuarenta, especialmente del 1944 al 1949. La mayor
parte de las cartas estan en espafiol escritas a mano o
mecanografiadas. Hay un grupo muy importante de
cartas (caja 8) de principio de la década de los veinte,
entre Colon y su futura esposa Concha, que son
sumamente personales y revelan mucho de lo que Colén
experimentd como migrante en Nueva York.

La correspondencia de los afios treinta es principalmente
de Nueva York y describe las diferentes organizaciones
de la comunidad que se estaban formando y el papel que
Colén desempefié en la creacion y desarrollo de éstas.
La correspondencia de la década de 1940 es en su
mayoria con lideres politicos y laborales de Puerto Rico.
De Juan Séez Corales, Presidente de la Confederacién
General de Trabajadores, recibia descripciones
detalladas acerca de las situaciones en las uniones y las
condiciones de los trabajadores (Caja 2, Cartapacios 5y
16); los lideres del Partido Comunista Puertorriquefio
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(Box 3, folders 4 and 5). Colén was also kept informed
of events leading to the rise of Luis Mufioz Marin and
the Popular Democratic Party (Box 2, folders 6, 7, 16).

The correspondence from the 1960s relates to the
publishing and distribution of A Puerto Rican in New
York and Other Sketches, and contains among other
items an analysis of the book by fellow journalist and
activist, Bernardo Vega.

The most noticeable gap is in the 1950s. Perhaps this
reflects the caution that accompanied the McCarthy era
since Coldn did in fact come under investigation for his
political activities.

Folder
Cartapacio

Box
Caja

César Andreu Iglesias y Juan Santos Rivera compartian
informacion y le pedian consejos en cuanto a los asuntos
del partido (Caja 3 Cartapacios 4 y 5). Col6n ademas se
mantuvo informado del ascenso de Luis Mufioz Marin y
el Partido Popular Democrético (Caja 2, Cartapacios 6, 7

y 16).

La correspondencia de los afios sesenta se relaciona con
la publicacion y distribucion de su libro A Puerto Rican
in New York and Other Sketches y entre otras contiene
un analisis del libro por el compafiero periodista y
activista Bernardo Vega.

El vacio més notable en la correspondencia es durante la
década de los cincuenta. Quizas esto refleja las
precauciones que se tomaron durante la era de
McCarthy, ya que Col6n fue investigado por sus
actividades politicas.

2 Incoming Correspondence: 1919 - 1973

1919
1920
1922 - 1929
1930 - 1932
1933 - 1935
1936 - 1938
1939
1940 - 1941
1942 - 1943

PP OO~NO TP, WNPE

— O
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0 1949

1950
1951
1952 - 1953
1954 - 1955
1956 - 1957

gk~ wWwN P

January 1944 - June 1944
July 1944 - December 1944

January 1945 -April 1945

May 1945 - December 1945
January 1946 - May 1946

June 1946 -July 1946

August 1946 - December 1946
January 1947 - September 1947
October 1947 - December 1947
January 1948 - September 1948
October 1948 - December 1948
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1958 - 1959
1960 - 1961
1962
1963
1964

1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
Correspondence on the Death of Clara Col6n,
1970.
1971

1972 - 1973

undated

Correspondence from Concha Colén, July 16,
1923 - July 14, 1925.

Correspondence from Clara Colon, 1966.
Correspondence from Relatives, 1933-1971.

Outgoing Correspondence: 1931 - 1970
1931 - 1939

1940 - 1946

1947 - 1950

1952 - 1957

1959 - 1964

1965 - 1968

1969 - 1970

undated

Correspondence from Jesus Colén to

Concha Coldn

May 25,1920

July 27, 1920

March 1921

August 16,1921

April 28,1922

October 6,1922

March 23, 1923

March 1925

June 30, 1925

September 9, 1925

September 16, 1925

July 13, 1935

July 31, 1936

April 29, 1938

July 18, 1938

August 26,1948 - November 23, 1948
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Series I11: Writings (1910-1968)

This series consists of articles, notes, drafts, speeches,
and poems and reflects a wide range of writing styles
and interests. Much of the series is made up of drafts
and information related to the book A Puerto Rican in
New York and Other Sketches. The numerous versions
of his Sketches document the process before publication.
Included are several which were never published. There
are also parts of a book of Puerto Rican biographies that
was intended for publication, but never completed.
Colon's various columns in The Daily Worker, and the
Daily World such as “As | See It From Here,” and
"Puerto Rican Notes” project his political concerns.
There are articles from Gréafico and other papers
including some written under what appear to be
pseudonyms (José Cordero and Juan Caliente).

Colon wrote about many topics, but mainly focused on
the situation of Puerto Ricans here and the colonial
situation and history of Puerto Rico. There are for
example, position papers for the Communist Party
regarding the status of Puerto Ricans, articles about
Jewish and Puerto Rican relations, and the need for unity
between Blacks and Puerto Ricans. He also wrote about
Latin America and the Cuban revolution. Although,
most of what he wrote was political commentary, the
series contains examples of other forms of writing such
as poetry. Coldn was sought after as a lecturer and
public speaker and he also taught classes at the Jefferson
School. Many of his lecture notes and speeches are
included here.

Serie I11: Escritos (1910-1968)

Esta serie consiste de articulos, notas, borradores,
discursos y poemas reflejando una gran variedad de
estilos e intereses. Gran parte de la serie consta de
borradores e informacion relacionada al libro A Puerto
Rican in New York and Other Sketches. Las numerosas
versiones de sus "Sketches" documentan el proceso
previo a su publicacion. La serie incluye varias vifietas
inéditas. También hay borradores para un libro de
biografias puertorriquefias, que Colon tenia intenciones
de publicar, pero que nunca fue terminado. Se incluyen
varias columnas de Colén para el Daily Worker y Daily
World, tales como 'As | See it from Here' y 'Puerto Rican
Notes' que proyectan sus intereses politicos. Hay
articulos escritos para Gréfico y otros periddicos.

Colon escribié sobre muchos temas, pero dedico
particular atencion a la situacion de los puertorriquefios
en Nueva York y la situacion colonial y la historia de
Puerto Rico. Contiene, por ejemplo, declaraciones del
Partido Comunista concernientes al status de los
puertorriquefios, articulos sobre las relaciones entre los
judios y los puertorriquefios, y la necesidad de la union
de los negros y los puertorriquefios. Ademas escribid
sobre América Latina y la Revolucion Cubana. A pesar
de que la mayor parte de sus escritos eran comentarios
politicos, la serie contiene ejemplos de otros escritos
como poemas. Colon era muy solicitado como
conferenciante y orador, ademas dicté clases en la
Escuela Jefferson. Aqui se incluyen muchas de las notas
preparadas para sus discursos y conferencias.

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
9 1 "A Puerto Rican in Moscow", 1960
2 "A Puerto Rican in New York"
In Masses and Mainstream, 1957
3-4 A Puerto Rican in New York and Other

Sketches.Table of Contents. undated
5 iiiAdelante ... !'l. Organo de la Central
Grammar, 1917

6 '‘Anarquismo o Sindicalismo.'

7 Acrticles in English.

8 Articles in Spanish.

9 "As a Sort of Preface."”

10 "As | See it From Here." 1950-1960

11 Assignments.

12 "Bitter Sugar. Why Puerto Ricans, 1948

Leave Home". In Fraternal Outlook.
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10

11

12

13

13
14
15

Blacks - History.

Black and Puerto Rican Unity.
"Carmencita". In Masses and
Mainstream, 1952

Commentaries Regarding Various
Issues in the "Colonia."

Communist Party of the USA and
Puerto Ricans.

Course Outlines.

"De la Universidad de la Vida.", 1928
"Esto es traicion! Los judios y
nosotros". Prélogo por Jesus Colon,
1944

"Focus on Puerto Rico."

Gréfico, 1927-1928

Lares Revolution. Various Articles.
Latin America. Various Articles.

“José Marti and Cuban Liberation” by
Carlos Rafael Rodrigues. With an
Introduction by Jesus Colén (pamphlet),
1953

"l came... | saw."

Independence of Puerto Rico.

"On Jewish Puerto Rican Cooperation.”
"News from Puerto Rico."1967

"iOye Boricual”

Plays.

Plebiscite.

Poems, 1917-1968

Promotion Materials.

Porto Rican History Notebook, 1910
Primero de Mayo.

"Puerto Rican Briefs." 1969-1971
"Puerto Rican Notes."

"Puerto Rican Portraits."

Puerto Ricans in New York City.
Politics.

"Puerto Ricans in US."

Puerto Rico. Various Subjects.

Puerto Rico. Various Subjects. Notes.
"Puerto Rico Notes."

"Puerto Rico's Century Old Struggle for
Independence."

"Puerto Rico en el Norte".

"Reading Aloud in Key West."
Slavery/Blacks in Puerto Rican History.

"The Way it Was." Table of Contents.

12



6 "Three Sketches from a Forthcoming

Book."

7 Translations.

8 "La Unica manera. A los
puertorriquefios, en Nueva York." 1923

9 Vega, Bernardo. (Obituary/Memorial
Draft), undated.

10 "Vida Alegre.” 1931

Series 1V: Political Activities (1948-1969)

Although most of Coldn's life was devoted to political
causes, this is a small series, which focuses on his
involvement with the Communist Party and the
American Labor Party. Colon ventured into electoral
politics in 1953 when he ran for the state assembly under
the banner of the American Labor Party. In 1969, he ran
for comptroller on the Communist Party line. In 1959,
the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC)
investigated Colon. A folder on the HUAC contains a
statement by Coldn protesting the persecution of Puerto
Ricans in New York and Puerto Rico along with a
statement bythe Communist party condemning HUAC's
activities in Puerto Rico.

Most of the documents consist of flyers and campaign
literature, notes, pamphlets, and speeches.

Box  Folder
Caja Cartapacio
14 1

Serie IV: Actividades politicas (1948-1969)

A pesar de que Col6n dedicé la mayor parte de su vida a
causas politicas, esta es una serie breve en la que se
destaca su participacion en el Partido Comunista y el
American Labor Party.

Colén se aventur6 en la politica electoral en 1953
cuando se postulé para asambleista estatal bajo el
American Labor Party. En 1969 corri para contralor
bajo el Partido Comunista. En 1959, Colon fue
investigado por el "House of Un-American Activities
Committee' (HUAC). El cartapacio de dicho comité
contiene declaraciones de Col6n protestando la
persecusion de puertorriquefios en Nueva York y Puerto
Rico, junto a las declaraciones del Partido Comunista
condenando las actividades del comité en Puerto Rico.

La mayor parte de los documentos consiste de hojas
sueltas, literatura de las campafas electorales, notas,
panfletos, y discursos.

American Labor Party Participation, 1948

2 Committee Participation, 1948-1952

3 Communist Party of the USA, undated,

4 Communist Party of the USA, Campaign to
Elect Rasheed Storey and Jesus Colén, 1968-

1969

5 House of Un-American Activities
Committee, 1959

Series V: Organizational Activities (1920-1971)

The fifth series consists of records of many of the civic,
cultural, political, and fraternal organizations in which
Colon participated. Needless to say, those in which he
played a key role are best documented. To a great extent

Serie V: Actividades de organizaciones (1920-
1971)

La quinta serie consiste de documentos de muchas
organizaciones civicas, culturales, politicas y fraternales
en las que Coldn participd. Las organizaciones en las

13



this series documents the history of organization
building among Puerto Ricans, the diversity of
organizations, and the degree of participation. As the
names of some of these organizations suggest, they were
not strictly Puerto Rican. For example, the series
contains records of the Club Cubano Interamericano and
the Club Obrero Espafiol.

Colén was a founding member of La Alianza Obrera, the
Ateneo Obrero Hispano, and La Liga Puertorriquefia e
Hispana which were to be of long duration and played
important roles in the formation of the Puerto Rican
community. Also of great significance were the fraternal
associations.  Col6n was president of the Sociedad
Fraternal Cervantes, which was a national organization
and served as the umbrella for all the Spanish-speaking
lodges of the International Workers Order. There were
ten lodges in New York. Lodges such as La Vanguardia
Puertorriquefia and La Mutualista Obrera were the most
active and effective with a great amount of participation
from women.

The records in this series consist primarily of by-laws,
flyers, programs, position statements, mission
statements, copies of rituals and ceremonies, correspon-
dence, invitations, souvenir journals, and membership
lists.

que él jugéb un papel importante, estdn mejor
documentadas. Esta serie documenta la historia de la
creacion de organizaciones entre puertorriquefios, la
diversidad de éstas y el grado de participacion en ellas.
Por los nombres, se puede ver que no todas estas
organizaciones eran exclusivamente puertorriquefias.
Por ejemplo, la serie contiene documentos del Club
Cubano Interamericano y el Club Obrero Espafiol.

Colén fue miembro fundador de La Alianza Obrera, el
Ateneo Obrero Hispano, y La Liga Puertorriquefia e
Hispana, Inc., organizaciones que tuvieron una larga
vida, y jugaron un papel importante en la formacion de
la comunidad puertorriguefia. Las asociaciones
fraternales también fueron muy importantes en la
formacion de la comunidad, Colén fue presidente de la
Sociedad Fraternal Cervantes, una organizacion nacional
gue servia como sombrilla para todas las logias hispano-
parlantes de la Orden Internacional de Trabajadores
(IWO). Logias tales como Vanguardia Puertorriquefia y
Mutualista Obrera se encontraban entre las mas activas y
efectivas y donde la mujer tenia una participacion
amplia.

Los documentos consisten  principaimente de
reglamentos, hojas sueltas, programas, declaraciones de
posiciones, declaraciones de misiones, copias de rituales
y ceremonias, correspondencia, boletines conmemora-
tivos, invitaciones y listas de membresia.

Box  Folder
Caja Cartapacio
15 1 Alianza Obrera Puertorriquefia, 1923
2 Almanaque Puertorriquefio de Nueva York,
1947
3 Amigos de Eco Antillano, undated
4 Amigos de la Poesia, undated
5 Ateneo Obrero Espafiol, 1926
6 Casa de Puerto Rico, 1947
7 Club Cubano Inter-Americano, 1946-1948
8 Club Cubano Inter-Americano. Souvenir,
1946
9 Club Obrero Espafiol, 1939-1950
Comité de Brooklyn Pro Delegado, 1937
10 Puertorriquerio al Congreso Mundial
Estudiantil. 1935-1949
11 Comité Pro Victimas del Acta Smith en
Puerto Rico, 1955
12 Comité Central Pro Fondos de la Voz de la
C.G.T, 1946
13 Comité Hispanico Para la Defensa Nacional,

14



16

17

14

15

16

12
13
14

12--15
12

13

14

15
16-17

1942

Comité Organizador Recital de Marta Lomar,
undated, 1933

Comité Por la Celebracion del Dia de las
Madres, 1944-1955

Comité Pro Lares de Brooklyn, 1945

Comité Pro Primero de Mayo, 1949
Communist Party of the U.S.A. Puerto Rican
Clubs, 1936

Confederacién de Organizaciones, 1934
Demdcratas de Brooklyn.

Fraternidad Puertorriquefia, 1954
Hispanic Publishers, 1941-1946
Liberacion, 1946-1948

Liga Puertorriquefia, Inc.

1933-1934.

Boletin, 1933

Seccion No. 1 de Brooklyn, 1930

Liga Puertorriquefia e Hispana, Inc, 1928-
1930

Boletin Oficial, 1931-1932

Souvenir y Programa, 1932

Seccion de Brooklyn, 1928-1930

Logia Fraternidad de Washington Heights,
undated

Logia 11182. Faro de las Antillas Souvenir,
1947

Logia 4763. Julio A. Mella. IWO, 1938-1939
Logia 4776. Luis Llorens Torres. IWO, 1947
Logia 4840. Luchadores del Porvenir, 1941-
1949

Logia 4840. Luchadores del Porvenir.
Souvenir, 1947-1950

Logia 4792. Mutualista Obrera

1939-1954

Flyers and Tickets, 1939-1954

Souvenirs, 1947-1948

Logia 4789. Mutualista Hispano-americana.
IWO, 1939

Logia 4832. Unidad Fraternal Hispana. IWO,
1941

Logia 4797. Vanguardia Puertorriquefia
1935-1951

Flyers, 1935-1951

Tickets, 1935-1951

Boletin, 1935-1951

La Nueva Voz, Tickets, Raffles and Receipts,
1960, 1962-1966

15



18

19

20

11

12
13
14

Porto Rican Democratic Club, Inc., de
Brooklyn, 1920

The Porto Rican League. La Liga
Puertorriquefia, 1923

Puerto Rican Commission, 1961-1969
Puerto Rico Hurricane Welfare Committee of
Brooklyn, 1932

Seccion Hispana de la IWO, 1936-1948,
undated

Seccién Hispana de la IWO. Deberes de los
miembros de una logia, undated

Seccion Hispana de la IWO

Ceremonia de Iniciacion de Nuevos
Miembros, undated

Coro Puertorriquefio del Pueblo, 1943
Memorias, 1937-38

Sociedad Cooperativa Los Seis, 1933
Sociedad Cultural Puertorriquefia, 1940
Sociedad Fraternal Benéfica Hidalgo, IWO,
1943-44

Sociedad Fraternal Cervantes, IWO
Constitucion y Reglamento, undated
Reports, undated

Informe Pre Convencion a la Conferencia de
Delegados, 1947

Segunda parte del Informe... a Convencion
Nacional de dicha Sociedad, 1947
"Causas de la Fluctuacion en Nuestras
Logias", 1947

Como Organizar un Club Infantil. undated
Jira a Dexter Park, 1947

"Cervantes Society IWO Youth Condemn
Attacks on Puerto Ricans in New York",
1949

National Committee Members, undated
"Notas sobre el Negro en los Estados
Unidos," undated

Reinados, 1945,1947

General Information, 1945

Sociedad Fraternal Cervantes, IWO
General Information, 1945-1951
General Information, 1947-1952
General Information, 1945-1949
General Information, 1938-1947
Sociedad Fraternal Eugenio Maria de Hostos,
IWO, 1943
Sociedad Fraternal Ramén E. Betances, IWO,
undated
United American Spanish Aid Committee,
16
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Series VI: New York Organizations (1923-1971)

Political clubs, business organizations such as the
Spanish Grocers Association, social clubs, youth clubs
(Sociedad de Jbovenes Progresistas), organizations
devoted to Puerto Rican independence (Movimiento Pro
Independencia, Movimiento Libertador de Puerto Rico,

etc.), and numerous cultural organizations are
represented in this series. The series contains flyers,
statements, reports, invitations, programs, and

membership information. A sub-series of souvenir
journals documents the diverse activities and support of
many of these groups.

Verdad, 1939-1940
The Worker, Flyers, undated, 1958

Serie VI: Organizaciones en Nueva York
(1923-1971)

Aqui se recogen diversas actividades de clubes politicos,
organizaciones de negocios  (Spanish  Grocers
Association), clubes sociales, clubs juveniles (Sociedad
de Jovenes Progresistas), organizaciones dedicadas a la
independencia de Puerto Rico (Movimiento Pro
Independencia, Movimiento Libertador de Puerto Rico,
etc.) y numerosas organizaciones culturales. Esta serie
contiene hojas sueltas, declaraciones, informes,
invitaciones, e informacién sobre la membresia. Incluye
ademas una sub-serie de boletines conmemorativos
(souvenir journal) que documentan las diversas
actividades y el apoyo que recibian estas organizaciones.

Box  Folder
Caja Cartapacio
21 1 1923-1943
2 1944-1949
3 1951-1961
4 1961-1971
5 1963-1971
6 undated
7 Flyers, 1923-1970
8 Flyers, undated
9 Puerto Ricans in New York. 1946-1969
22 Souvenir Journals
1 Aurora de Navidad, 1954
2 Club Fraternal Regeneracion, 1948
3 Dutch-American Benevolent Association,
Inc, 1935
4 Magazine Conmemorativo del Grito de Lares.
Afio 1 Num. 1, 1940
5 National Alliance of Postal Employees
Brooklyn Branch, 1941
6 Puerto Rican Christmas Basket Fund, 1933
7 Puerto Rican Employees Association, Inc,
1941-1948
8 San Juan Social Club, Inc, 1947
9 Sociedad Junquefia, Inc, 1939-1940
10 Spanish Grocers Association, 1945-1947
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Series VI1I: Puerto Rico (1920-1968)

Colén's life-long links to the Puerto Rican independence
and labor movements are documented in this series. In
addition to affirming his connections to Puerto Rico, the
series is rich for the information it yields on the rise and
demise of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico; on the
involvement of the CPUSA in the labor movement and
independence struggles; on the rise of the Popular
Democratic Party (PPD) and the Puerto Rican
Independence Party (PIP); and on such important leaders
as Juan Saéz Corales, Juan Santos Rivera, César Andreu
Iglesias, Gilberto Concepcién de Gracia, and Luis
Mufioz Marin.

The documents consist of commentaries,
programs, speeches, and pamphlets.

flyers,

Serie VII: Puerto Rico (1920-1968)

En esta serie se documenta el vinculo que de por vida
Col6n mantuvo con los movimientos independentistas y
laborales de Puerto Rico. La serie ademas de afirmar su
conexién con Puerto Rico, es rica en informacién sobre
el desarrollo y los legados del Partido Comunista
Puertorriquefio, sobre la participacion del Partido
Comunista de los Estados Unidos en los movimientos
obreros y las luchas por la independencia; sobre el
ascenso del Partido Popular Democratico y el Partido
Independentista y sobre lideres tan importantes como:
Juan Séez Corales, Juan Santos Rivera, César Andreu
Iglesias, Gilberto Concepcion de Gracia y Luis Mufioz
Marin.

Los documentos consisten de comentarios, hojas sueltas,
programas, discursos y panfletos.

Box  Folder
Caja Cartapacio
23 1 Accion Patriotica Unitaria, 1962
2 Asociacion de Trabajadores de Puerto Rico, Inc,
1935
3 Asociacion Universitarios Pro Independencia,
1960
4 Club Alegria Juvenil, 1935
5 Comité Oficial del Carnaval de Artesanos, 1933
6-7 Communist Party of the U.S.A, 1940-1960
8 Comité Alvelo Pro Defensa de la Juventud
Puertorriquefia, undated
9 Comité Pro Homenaje a José de Diego, 1946
10 Confederacién General de Trabajadores, 1940
11 Congreso Pro Independencia, 1944-1945
12 Congreso Puertorriquefio Anticolonialista, 1966
13 Cooperative Handcrafts Inc. of Puerto Rico, 1938
14 Council For Pan American Democracy, 1945-
1946
15 Departamento del Trabajo. de Puerto Rico, 1959
16 Federacidn Libre, 1945
17 Federacion Universitaria Pro Independencia,
1968
18 Flyers. Puerto Rico, 1929
19 Fondo del Seguro del Estado, 1946
20 Informe Sobre la Industria de Diamantes, 1949
21 Institute Legal de Puerto Rico, undated
22 Instituto de Rehabilitacion Obrera de Puerto
Rico, 1967
23 Mesa de Lares, 1962-1963
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24 Movimiento Libertador de Puerto Rico, 1962-

1963
25-26

24

1
a1

1940-44
1946-48
1955

undated
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Movimiento Pro Independencia, 1961-69

Partido Comunista Puertorriquefio

Publications, undated

Partido Independentista Puertorriquefio, 1945-55
Partido Laborista Puro de Puerto Rico, 1939
Partido Nacionalista de Puerto Rico, 1945
Partido Obrero Liberador, 1964

Partido Popular Democratico, 1940

Proyecto de Reglamento de la Sociedad

Cooperativa, 1920
12 Puerto Rico. Various Topics, 1944

25 1

Séaez Corales, Juan, 1946
Comentarios Obreros, 1955-1956

4 Santos Rivera, Juan, 1943
5 Santos Rivera, Juan. Reporte General del
Segundo Congreso Pro Independencia de Puerto

Rico, 1944

P O 0o ~N®

Series VIII: Subject Files (1912-1970)

This is a catch-all series, which once again reflects
Colon's wide-ranging interests. It contains a great deal of
information that is not directly related to Puerto Rican
issues, but also contains a number of folders about
Puerto Rican personalities and concerns. Such figures as
Oscar Garcia Rivera, the first Puerto Rican
representative to the state legislature in New York
(1937), and the famous musical family, the Figueroas
appear here.  There are position papers by the
Communist Party of the United States of America on
Puerto Ricans and on Blacks. There are several folders
on the American Labor Party, on Vito Marcantonio, and
on the Henry Wallace campaign. The IWO is
extensively documented. This series also contains some
correspondence directed to Coldn's wives, Concha and

Sociedad Nueva ldea, 1938
Unidad General de Trabajadores, 1946
Union Movements, 1938
Uni6n Nacional Puertorriquefia, 1944
0 Universidad de Puerto Rico, undated, 1947

Serie VIII: Archivo temético (1912-1970)

Esta es una serie en la que se unen diferentes temas que
reflejan la gran variedad de intereses de Jests Colén.
Contiene mucha informacion que no necesariamente esta
relacionada con temas de Puerto Rico, pero también
contiene informacion sobre actividades puertorriquefias
en Nueva York. Aqui aparecen figuras como Oscar
Garcia Rivera, primer representante puertorriquefio ante
la legislatura del estado de Nueva York (1937) y la
familia Figueroa, famosas por su carrera musical. Hay
posiciones del Partido Comunista de los Estados Unidos
sobre Puerto Rico y los negros. También se encuentran
materiales del American Labor Party, Vito Marcantonio
y la campafia de Wallace. En esta serie se documenta
extensamente a la Orden internacional de Trabajadores
(IWO). Esta serie ademds incluye correspondencia
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Clara, and to his brother Joaquin.

The records include handbooks, by-laws, souvenir
journals, reports, flyers, correspondence, and directories
including the Guia Hispana from 1934 and the
Directorio Comercial Hispanoamericano from 1964.

dirigida a Concha y Clara, primera y segunda esposas de
Colén, y a su hermano Joaquin.

La coleccién consiste de manuales, reglamentos,
programas de aniversarios, informes, hojas sueltas,
correspondencia y directorios como la Guia Hispana del
afio 1934 y el Directorio Comercial Hispanoamericano
de 1964.

Box  Folder
Caja Cartapacio
26 1-2 American Labor Party, 1937
3 Amigos de Henry Wallace. Report by Bernardo
Vega, 1948
4 Aponte, José Dolores, 1937-1954
5 Black and Puerto Rican Unity, undated
6 Caliente, Juan. "Decir Por Decir", undated
7 Colegio Hostos, Inc, 1948
8-11 Communist Party of the USA
8 On the Negro Question, undated
9 Positions. Puerto Ricans in the USA, 1961-
10 Positions. Puerto Rico, undated
11 Spanish Language Information, 1948-1969
12 Cordero, José. "Conversaciones con Catalino".
13 Correspondence to Coldn, Clara, 1966-1970
14 Correspondence to Colén, Concha, 1924-1952
15 Correspondence to Col6n, Joaquin, 1917-1918
16 Cuba, 1959
27 1 Directorio Comercial Hispanoamericano, 1964
2 Figueroa, Narciso and Family, 1941-1945
3 Garcia Rivera, Oscar, 1940
4 Guia Hispana. (Spanish Guide), 1934
5 International Workers Order. (IWQO) Activities, 1945-
1952
6 By-laws, Handbooks, Manuals, 1938-1948
7 Calendar, 1946
8 Fraternal Outlook, 1930-1940
9 Insurance Plans. 1945
10 Insurance Plans. News. "Council Calls For Support
of Puerto Rican Conference", 1945
11 Reports, Conventions, 1937
12 Souvenir Journals, 1937-1941
28 1 International Workers Order Youth Division, 1937
2 Latin American Left and Puerto Rico, 1957
3 Liga Profesional de Baseball de Puerto Rico, 1950
4 Lists - Names, undated
5 Marcantonio, Vito, 1940
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6 Matos Bernier, Félix, undated

7 Metropolitan Council on Housing, 1963-1971
29 1 Poems. Various Authors, undated
2 Puerto Rican Organizations Outside New York,
€a.1912-1953
3 A Quarter Century of Un-Americana, 1938-1963
4 Reglamentos, 1920-1933

Sociedad Benéfica Espafiola, 1920
Centro Espariol, 1923
Circulo Cubano and Sociedad Internacional de
Beneficios Mutuos, 1933
5 Socialist Party of the United States, undated
Manifesto. "A todos los trabajadores
socialistas portorriquefios e hispanos del
distrito de Harlem y de toda la Ciudad de Nueva

York."

6 Sociedades Hispanas Confederadas de Ayuda a

Espafia, 1937

7 Spanish Language Press: El Diario de Nueva York
and La Prensa, undated

Unions, 1937-1968

9 Vietnam War. Puerto Rican Protests, (1960)
10 Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom. Committee on Puerto Rico, 1945

Series IX. Photographs (ca. 1900-1970)

This series contains a rich selection of photographs
including portraits of Colén and his relatives, of many
important community leaders and activists, such as Juan
Antonio Corretjer, Evelina Lépez Antonetty, Bernardo
Vega, and Clemente Soto Vélez among others. It also

Serie IX. Fotografias (1900-1970)

Esta serie contiene una rica seleccion de fotografias que
incluye retratos de Coldn y sus familiares, de lideres y
activistas de la comunidad tales como Juan Antonio
Corretjer, Evelina Lépez Antonetty, Bernardo Vega, y
Clemente Soto Vélez, entre otros. Ademas documenta

documents numerous activities such as outings, | numerosas actividades tales como: jiras, asambleas,
assemblies, dinners, and pageants. cenas y reinados. Las fotografias varian en tamafio.
Box  Folder
Caja Cartapacio
30 Jesus Colén Portraits
1 1920-1950
2 1950-1970
3 1960
4 Jesus Colon School Group Photo, 1910
31 Jesus Colon and Family
1 Joaquin Col6n, 1910-1940
2 Jests and Joaquin Colon, 1918
3 Jests and Joaquin Colon. With Friends, 1940
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8-10

10

11-14

11
12
13
14
15-18
15
16
17

18

19

20-23
20

Jesus and Concha Coldn, 1920-1950

Rufa Concepcion Fernandez Bernat, (Concha
Colon), 1902-1950

Jesus and Clara Col6n, 1961-1962
Mauricio and Paula Colén. Colén's Parents,
undated

Joaquin Colon, Jr., 1933

Olimpia Colén, 1951-1953

Juanita Colon and her family, 1925-1950’s
Pauline Coldn, 1940

Ramon Colon, Jr., 1944

Unidentified Relatives, 1916-1925

Jesus Colon. Organizations

Alianza Obrera Espafiola, 1930
International Workers Order (IWO)
Activity. Colén Speaking, 1937

Banguet in Honor of Dr. Arce a Member of
the Bolivian Senate, 1942-1943. Includes
Jests Col6n and Clemente Soto Vélez.
Graduates of a Fraternal Course. Jesus and
Joaquin Among Them, 1930

New York Training School, 1937
Popularity Contest Negro-Spanish Section.
undated

Resident General Executive Board with JesUs
Coldn, 1944

Liga Puertorriquefia e Hispana Inc.
Comité de Propaganda, 1935

Jira a Hecksher Park, 1934. Includes Jesus
and Joaquin Col6n, and Bernardo Vega.
Seccion de Brooklyn, 1920. Includes Jesus
and Joaquin Colén.

Logia No. 4792. Mutualista Obrera
Puertorriquena.

Board, 1940

Comité Nacional, 1940

Reinado Infantil de los Astros, 1948

Logia 4832. Unidad Fraternal Hispana, 1941
Logia 4797. Vanguardia Puertorriquea.
Mothers Day Celebration, 1937

Spanish Mothers Day Affairs, 1941

Sub Comité de Propaganda and Comité de
Damas. Includes Jesus and Joaquin Coldn,
1930

Vanguardia Juvenil Puertorriquefia Board,
1949

Lower East Side Hispanic Drum and Bugle
Corps, 1937

Sociedad Fraternal Cervantes.

Members of the Executive Committee, 1940.
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24
25

33

34
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Among Them Jesus and Joaquin Colén, and
Evelina Lopez Antonetty
Pageant,1939-1940

Pageant,1945

Romero, Lydia Pageant Coronation, 1945
Verdad. Includes Jesus Col6n, 1940
Women World Congress, 1940

Jesus Colén With Others

Jestis Col6n and Others at Various Civic
Activities, 1930-1960

Jesuis Coldn with Others, 1940-1960
Jests Coldn, Bernardo Vega and Radl
Méndez, 1940

Jesus Colo6n and Evelina Lopez Antonetty,
1950

Banquet to Honor Luis Rodriguez Olmo,
Brooklyn baseball player. Includes Jesus,
Concha and Joaquin Colén, and Juan
Antonio Corretjer, 1944

Jesus Colon and César Fuentes, 1940
Jesus Colon with Dr. Salvador Aguero,
Cuban Ambassador to Guinea, and Others,
1945

Various Subjects

Letter of Recommendation and Other
Documents Duplicates, 1922-1960’s
Portraits Dedicated to the Colén's, 1920-1950
Portraits of Servicemen, 1944-1946
Unidentified Portraits, 1920-1950

Vega, Bernardo. Portrait, 1948

Weddings, 1929-1947

Contact Sheets and Negatives.

Oversized Photographs

American Slav. (Slavic) Congress.
Testimonial

Dinner in Honor of Senator Pepper, 1947
Banquet in Honor of Joaquin Colén. Includes
Jesus and Concha Col6n and Bernardo Vega,
1946

Coldn, Jesus. Portrait, 1950

Colon, Jests and Joaquin, 1918

Col6n, Jesls and Joaquin, 1940

Farewell Banguet to Sixto Escobar.

Includes Jesus and Joaquin Colon, 1935
IWO. Testimonial Dinner to Hon. Leo
Isaacson, Vito Marcantonio, Rockwell Kent,
Ada B. Jackson, Albert E. Kahn, Sue
Pressman, 1948
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10

11

12

13

14

15
16

17
18

Liga Puertorriquefia Inc. Seccion No. 1 de
Brooklyn. Comité de Propaganda.
Celebration of the Comité's Anniversary.
Includes Jesus and Joaquin Colén, 1935
Liga Puertorriquefia Inc. Seccion No. 1 de
Brooklyn. Jira a Hecksher Park. Includes
Jesus and Joaquin Colon, and Bernardo
Vega, 1934

Logia 4763. Julio A. Mella, IWO. Recuerdo
de la Inaguracion. With Jesus and Concha
Colén, 1938

Logia 4792. Mutualista Obrera
Puertorriquefia. Annual Dance, 1950
Mutualista Hispano Americana. IWO,
undated

Pueblos Hispanos. Includes Jesus and
Concha Col6n, Juan Antonio Corretjer and
Clemente Soto Vélez, 1943

Spanish Grocers Association. Banguet.
Includes Jesus and Concha Colén, and
Clemente Soto Vélez, 1945

Unidentified People, 1950

Voters Club, Inc. Annual Dinner Dance,
1966

Voters Club, Inc, undated

Writers. Among them Luis Palés Matos, Juan
Awvilés, and Luisa Quintero, 1940

Series X: Clippings (1923-1972)

Colén was an avid “clipper.” Here are contained

clippings related to Puerto Rican issues and primarily

from Hispanic papers.

Box
Caja
35

36

Folder

Cartapacio

1 1923-1939
2 1940-1944
3 1945-1946
4 1947-1948
5 1949-1950
6 1951-1953
7 1954-1957
8 1958-1959
9 1960-1961
10 1962-1963
1-3 1964

4-6 1965

Serie X: Recortes de periodicos (1923-1972)

Colén acumulé una gran cantidad de recortes de

periodicos.

En esta serie encontramos recortes sobre

temas de Puerto Rico, publicados mayormente en la
prensa hispana.
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7 1966

8-10 1967
37 1-3 1968
4-6 1969
7 1970
8 1970-7192
9-11 undated

Addition

Series XI. Minutes and Directory Vanguardia
Puertorriquefa (1935-1942)

In this series are contained two volumes of minutes
recording the general meetings of Lodge 4797 of the
Vanguardia Puertorriquefia as well as the meetings of
the Mens’ and Womens’ Committees of this fraternal
society which was part of the International Workers
Order. The minutes are in Spanish and span the period
of December 11, 1935 through July 30, 1942. Concha
Colon was the secretary of the organization and drafted
most of the minutes from October 1936 until July 1942.

There is a great deal of detail recorded in the minutes
about the workings and development of the organization
within the context of the community of early Puerto
Rican settlers in New York City. The minutes reveal the
issues which were discussed, the activities organized by
the society, the names of participants and other
organizations with which they collaborated.

This series also contains a Directory of the Women’s
Committee of the Vanguardia for 1932 and 1935 which
lists the names of its board members both male and
female. Also included are the names and addresses of
other individuals connected with the organization.
Beyond finding out the names of participants, the
directory provides a glimpse of the demographic
distribution of the members of the society in Brooklyn.

Box  Folder
Caja Cartapacio
38 1

Serie XI. Actas y Directorio de la Vanguardia
Puertorriquefa (1935-1942)

Esta serie contiene dos tomos de actas de las reuniones
generales de la VVanguardia Puertorriquefia, Logia 4797
(vinculada a la Internacional Workers Order) y de sus
Comité de Caballeros y el de las Damas. Estos
documentos escritos en espafiol corresponden al periodo
del 11 de diciembre del 1935 hasta el 30 de julio del
1942. Concha Col6n, la Secretaria de la organizacion
redact6 la mayoria de las actas desde octubre del 1936
hasta julio del 1942.

Estos documentos son un valioso recurso para estudiar el
funcionamiento y desarrollo de esta sociedad fraternal en
la comunidad de pioneros puertorriquefios en la Ciudad
de Nueva York porque tienen informacion detallada
sobre los temas discutidos, los nombres de las personas
gue participaron en las indicadas reuniones, las
organizaciones con las que colaboraron y las actividades
gue la Vanguardia organizo.

Ademas de las actas hay un tercer tomo, el Directorio del
Comité de Damas de la Vanguardia para los afios de
1932 y 1935 que contiene los nombres de los integrantes
de la directiva de las damas y de los caballeros y las
direcciones de otras personas relacionadas con la
organizacion.  El Directorio facilitard conocer los
nombres de los miembros de la sociedad y el conocer la
distribucion fisica de su membresia en el condado de
Brooklyn.

Actas de la Vanguardia Puertorriquefia,

December 11, 1935 - December 29, 1939
2 Actas de la VVanguardia Puertorriquefia,
February, 1940 - July 30, 1942
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3 Directorio, undated

Series XI1I: Publications (1928-1968)

Jests Colon was an avid book collector and over his
lifetime built a large personal library. He donated a
portion of his holdings to the New York Public Library,
but after his death the library was dismantled and
dispersed. This series contains various periodicals and
other publications which were part of his extensive
library. A number of the periodicals were removed from
his Papers and microfilmed along with other materials in
a collection titled Pre-1960 Publications which is an
important resource for understanding the social and
literary ambiance of the period and the Puerto Rican
migration to New York. Colon’s library also contained
many books and periodicals on non-Puerto Rican themes
such as labor and Marxism. There are, for example,
three volumes of The Labor Defender dated 1928-1931.
This was a publication of the International Labor
Defense (League??) which exposed the conditions of
laborers throughout the world.

39 Journals

1928-1929
1930

1931
Publications

O~NOOOTD WNPEF

©

Series XI1: Publicaciones (1928-1968)

Jesus Colon fue también un bibliofilo. Lamentablemente
la Biblioteca de Coldn fue dispersada a su muerte. Sin
embargo, esta serie contiene varios ejemplares de las
revistas y muchas otras publicaciones puertorriquefias
que formaban parte de su extensa biblioteca. Muchas de
las revistas fueron separadas de la coleccién y fueron
microfilmadas en la Coleccion que hemos denominado
Pre-1960 Publications. Esta coleccion constituye un
valiosisimo recurso para recrear el ambiente social y
literario del periodo de los pioneros y parcial para el de
la gran migracion puertorriquefia a Nueva York.

En su biblioteca Colén también tenia libros y revistas de
temas generales, laborales y marxistas. La coleccién
contiene tres volimenes encuadernados del The Labor
Defender correspondientes a los afios 1928-1931. Esta
era una publicacién comunista del Internacional Labor
Defense responsable de difundir articulos sobre las
condiciones de los obreros a nivel mundial.

Ecos de Nueva York, July 28, 1957
Escuela [Grito de Lares], 1968
Frente Hispano, vol. 5, no. 49, 1937
El Intransigente, 1966-1967
Summer School Review, 1931

-8 Labor Defender, 1928-1931

Council for Pan American Democracy,

Starvation in Puerto Rico. Recommendation
For the Immediate Relief of Our Caribbean
Gibraltar, ca. 1940’s

10 Dalmau Canet, S., José de Diego. Estudio
sobre su personalidad como literato, politico,
tribuno y legislador, 1923

11 Para un Palacio un Caribe, 1929

12 Sociedad Benéfica, Recreativa y Cultural y
del Falansterio, Segundo Aniversario,

Program, 1939
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Series I: Personal and Biographical (1922-1974)
Included are Colén’s obituaries published in the Daily
World with a Spanish version in the Mundo Diario, the
newpapers of the Communist Party in the United States
(CPUSA). There are also various tributes to Colon
written during his life-time which were used to raise
funds for the causes he fought for.

Series I:
(1922-1974)
Incluye los obituarios de Jesus Coldn publicados en el
Daily World y su versién espafiola Mundo Diario,
voceros del Partido Comunista de Estados Unidos y en
los que él fue columnista.  Ademas hay varios
documentos de homenajes dedicados a Colén en vida y
que fueron utilizados para recaudar fondos para las
causas por las que él tanto luchd.

Informaciéon biogréfica y personal

Flyers. Includes Jesus Colén, undated

Testimonials, Homages and Memorial, 1967-

40 1 Jesus Colo6n’s Obituary, 1974
2
3 Invitations, undated, 1922-1969
4 Stationary, undated
5
1974
6

Cancelled Checks from Jesus and Bertha

Colén’s account and invoices

Series I1: Correspondence (1923-1970)

Some of the additional correspondence highlights the
linkages that Colon maintained with individuals and
groups in Puerto Rico particularly from the Left. There
is for example an exchange of letters with renowned
writer, Jose Luis Gonzalez. There is also a poison-pen
letter to Col6n threatening him because he was a
Communist, a not uncommon occurrence at the time.

Serie I1: Correspondencia (1923-1970)

Mucha de la correspondencia demuestra los vinculos de
Jesus Colon con grupos de la izquierda y comunistas de
Puerto Rico y sus relaciones con grupos analogos en
Estados Unidos. En especial cabe resaltar la
correspondencia que sostuvo con José Luis Gonzélez
importante escritor puertorriquefio en sus afios de
juventud. Hay también una carta amenazante, ejemplo
del tipo de correspondencia que escritores comunistas
como Jests Coldn solian recibir.

Box Folder

Caja Cartapacio

40 7 Incoming, 1934-1970
8 Outgoing, 1945-1969
9 Gonzalez, José Luis’ Correspondence.

Includes Jesus Colén, 1945-1947

10 Christmas Cards, Personalized, 1923-1970
11 Christmas Cards, Personalized, undated
12 Christmas Cards, undated

Series I11: Writings (1940-1971)

Included are two copies of the first edition of A Puerto
Rican in New York and other Sketches which was
published in 1961. Col6n wrote the book “to throw a
little light on how Puerto Ricans in this city really feel,

Serie I11: Escritos (1940-1971)

Incluye dos copias de la primera edicién de la obra de
Jests Colon, A Puerto Rican in New York and Other
Sketches, publicada en inglés en 1961. En su libro Jesus
Colén intentd “... to throw a little light on how Puerto
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think, work and live.” Along with The Memoirs of
Bernardo Vega: A Contribution to the History of the
Puerto Rican Community in New York (1977) this book
is a classic in Puerto Rican literature of the Diaspora.

Other materials that have been added here pertain to
various literary projects Colén was working on or are
drafts of columns he wrote for newspapers in New York.
For one of the literary projects, Puerto Rican Portraits,
there are biographical summaries as well as references
Colon used.

Ricans in this city really feel, think, work and live.” Este
libro y las Memorias de Bernardo Vega. Contribucion a
la historia de la comunidad puertorriquefia en Nueva
York, editadas por Cesar Andreu Iglesias y publicadas en
1977, constituyen lecturas clésicas sobre las experiencias
de los pioneros puertorriquefios en Estados Unidos.

Los otros documentos en esta adicién forman parte de
los proyectos literarios (e.g. Puerto Rican Portraits) en
los que Jests Col6n estaba trabajando o constituyen
borradores para las columnas periodisticas que publicd
en diferentes rotativos de la ciudad. Casi todos los
expedientes del Puerto Rican Portraits contienen
resefias biogréaficas de los patriotas seleccionados y otros
materiales de referencia utilizados por Colén.

Box Folder
Caja  Cartapacio
41 1 A Puerto Rican in New York and Other
Sketches. First edition, 1961
2 Themes for Future Columns and Notes,
undated
3-8 As | See It From Here
3 A Letter to Caroline
4 A Story But Don’t Believe It
5 Cuba Is Like This
6 Dialogue of the Two Bohios
7 Harlem in Havana
8 Ricardo and Gladys
9 Puerto Rican Briefs, undated
10-14 Puerto Rican Notes
10 “First Puerto Rican to Run For Mayor,” 1969
[Herman Badillo]
11 “A Book Suspends A Priest,” 1969 [Antulio
Parrilla]
12 “A Puerto Rican You Should Know,” 1969
[Arthur A Schomburg]
13 “Pro Independence Forces to Commemorate
Birth of Albizu Campos,” 1968
14 “A Puerto Rican Woman To Remember,”
and Other Notes, undated [Lola Rodriguez
de Tio]
15-31 Puerto Rican Portraits
15 Alonso Pacheco, Manuel — Tapia y Rivera,
Alejandro, undated
16 Albizu Campos, Pedro, Newspaper
Clippings, 1961-1969
17 Betances y Alacan, Ramén Emeterio,
undated
18 Burgos Garcia, Julia Constancia —De Burgos,
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Julia, 1940, 1960-1970

19 De Diego, José, 1965-1968

20 De Hostos, Eugenio Maria, 1946, 1968-1971

21 Del Valle, Telesforo and the Spanish
American Party, Campaign Flyers, undated

22 Delgado Rodriguez, Emilio, 1967

23 Iglesias, Santiago, 1965-1967

24 Llorens Torres, Luis, Clipping, 1970

25 Matienzo Cintron, Rosendo, undated

26 Oller, Francisco, undated

27 Paoli, Antonio, Clipping, 1965

28 Rius Rivera, Juan, Clippings, 1958

29 Roque de Duprey, Ana, “First Puerto Rican
Fighter for Women’s Rights”

30 Ruiz Belvis, Segundo, Clippings, 1963, 1968

31 Tapia y Rivera, Alejandro, undated

32 “Reading Aloud in Key West,” undated

Series V: Organizational Activities (1933-1974 ) | Series VI: Actividades de Organizaciones (1933-
Additional  publications,  flyers, from  diverse | 1974)

organizations. [Incluye publicaciones, hojas sueltas y otros materiales
creados por organizaciones puertorriquefias, latinas y/o
norteamericanas que colaboraron o sirvieron de modelos
a las organizaciones pioneras]

42 1 Circulo Obrero Latinoamericano, undated,

1974

2 Circulo Obrero Puertorriquefio de Brooklyn,
Programa y reglamento, undated

3 Communist Party. Reports to Members about
Puerto Rico Political Situation, 1967-1970

4 Dia Nacional de Solidaridad con Puerto Rico,
Madison Square Garden, Program, 1974

5 Fort Hood Three Defense Committee,
Vietnam Sign In Petition, undated

6 El Frente de Liberacion Nacional FLN, 1958

7 International Workers Order, Junior Leader’s

Handbook and “El Fraternalismo” by Max
Bedacht, undated

8 Latin American Civic Action Committee, ca.
1946

9 Luchadores del Porvenir Puertorriquefio,
1941

10 Movimiento Pro Independencia de Puerto

Rico, Carta Semanal, 1968
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11 Presente, 1953

12 El Programa Latino WHOM, Oficina de
Puerto Rico, 1955

13 Puerto Rico Hurricane Welfare Comité of
Brooklyn, Stamp Page, undated

14 Seccion Puertorriquefa, Liga Anti

Imperialista de las Américas, “La invasion de
Nicaragua” Manifiesto, 1933

15 Vanguardia Puertorriquefia 4%, Inc. (Logia
4797 IWO, Vispera del Dia de
“Thanksgiving” 1941

Series VI: New York Organizations (1930-1971)
Includes flyers about various political activities among
these a flyer commemorating the birth of Pedro Albizu
Campos; a petition to free Angela Davis; an
announcement of an event organized by the “Mission to
the United Nations of the Puerto Rico Pro-Independence
Movement” where Juan Mari Bras would speak.

Series VI: Organizaciones en Nueva York (1930-
1971)

Hojas sueltas de diferentes actividades politicas, entre
ellas la conmemoracion del natalicio de Pedro Albizu
Campos, una peticion demandado la excarcelacion de
Angela Davis y una convocatoria a una actividad
organizada por la “Mision to the United Nations of the
Puerto Rico Pro Independence Movement” que tenia

42 16
17-20
17

18

19

20

0S_IX 1

Series VIII: Subject Files (1957-1966)

42 21

como orador principal a Juan Mari Bras

Flyers, undated, 1961-1971

Souvenir Journals, 1930-1947

Casa Galicia de Unidad Gallega, Grandioso
homenaje a la gran soprano puertorriquefia
Doris Scotolif, 1947

Hijos del Caribe no. 75, Logia, Souvenir
Program, 1930

International Workers Order, New York
Central Committee, 8" Anniversary Year
Book, 1938

International Workers Order, New York,
10™ Anniversary, 1940

Comité Pro Rescate de Culebra, “Culebra
No se Vende, Marcha A Washington, D.C.
Pro-Rescate Culebra”, 1970

Comité Pro Rescate de Culebra, “A Cease-
Fire for Culebra” (New York Times)/
Editorial “Hands Off Culebra”-*jFuera de
Culebra” (El diario La Prensa), 1970

| Series VI11: Archivo Temético ( 1957-1966)

Ana, Marcos and Negro, Hector’s Poems,
undated
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22 Boroff, David, “Jews and Puerto Ricans,”
Congress Weekly A Review of Jewish

Interests, 1957

23 Mari Bras, Juan, Speech at the Puerto Rican
Solidarity Day Rally, undated
24 Ojeda, Félix, Un programa para todo el

pueblo. Resumen del Proyecto de Programa
del Partido Comunista de los Estados Unidos
y comentarios, 1966

Series IX: Photographs (1922-1974)

Contains photographs which were originally in negative
format only and were printed to facilitate the work of
researchers. Included are photos of the Col6n family
with friends and photos that complement other subjects
in the collection (Mother’s Day celebration, Youth band,
etc.). There is also a series of photos taken in Cuba in
the 1970s.

Serie IX: Fotografias (1922-1974)

Este grupo contiene muchas fotografias que se
encontraban originalmente en formato negativo y que
revelamos para la conveniencia de los investigadores;
entre ellas hay imagenes de la familia Colon y algunas
amistades. También esta la serie de fotos de variados
temas que fueron tomadas en Cuba en los afios de los
sesenta y algunas otras que complementan otros temas

(e.g. celebracion del Dia de las Madres, Banda Musical
de Jovenes) previamente documentados.

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
43 1 Colén, Jesus and unidentified man, undated
2 Coldn, Concha and Other Family Members
3 Colon Family, Outing / Retreat ca. 1950’s
4 Coldn, Jesls and Friends, Outing, ca. 1960°s
5 Coldn, Jesus, Graduation Class, Brooklyn
Evening High School, 1922
6 Colon Jesus and Lépez Antonetty, Evelina at
World War Il Rally in El Barrio. ca. 1940’s
7 Betances, Ramén Emeterio, Portrait by
Figueroa, undated
8 Corretjer, Juan Antonio, Soto Vélez,
Clemente and Albizu Campos, Pedro, ca.
1936
9 Figueroa Family, 1964
10 Garcia Rivera, Oscar, ca. 1960’s
11 Jiménez, Juan Ramon at University of Puerto
Rico, ca. 1960’s
12 Mari Bras, Juan, 1964
13 Robeson, Paul and unidentified Woman,
ca.1960
14 Rogers, Poliana “Polly” and Jaime, 1950-
1957
15 Schomburg, Arturo Alfonso, ca. 1900’s
16 Séijo, Jacinto and Family, 1937, 1946
17 Unidentified Friends and/or Relatives, 1946-
1969
18 Vega, Bernardo and Teresa, and Friends, ca.
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1948

Ball Room Dancing, ca. 1930-1940’s
Children’s Band, ca. 1920’s

Cuba

Castro, Fidel, ca. 1960’s

Circulo Social and Young People playing
Sports, ca. 1960’s

Guantanamo and Trinidad, ca. 1960’s
Guévara, Ernesto “Che”, ca. 1960’s
March and Parades, ca. 1960°s

National Heroes Portraits and Monuments,
ca. 1960’s

Photographs of Stamps and Various,
undated, 1953-1962

Places of Interest, undated

Workers, ca. 1960’s

Dancers and Performers, 1930-1940’s
Hamilton Ave, From Union St.View, 1924
International Workers Order, Inc. Mural,
1960’s

Liga Puertorriquefia, Baseball Team, 1935
Logia 4797 Vanguardia Puertorriquefia.
Mother’s Day Celebration, 1937

Pan American Word Airways Passengers
Arrival, ca. 1945.

Parents Organization of East Lower Harlem,
Supporting Puerto Rican Independence, ca.
1920’s

Ponce Massacre, 1938

Porto Rican Social Club, 1928

Puerto Rico Views and Eugenio Maria de
Hostos Monument, 1924-1971

Spanish Neighborhood, ca. 1920’s
Unidentified Organizations, ca, 1940’s
Various, 1927-1964

Workers and Workers Parade, ca. 1950°-
1960’s

Coldn, Jesus, Portrait Drawing by Bill
Andrews, Dec. 23, 1964

Brooklyn Evening High School Class of June
1922. Includes Jesus Colon.

Audience of Children and Parents, ca. 1940’s
Bugle Player Performing for Audience of
Children, ca. 1940’s
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Correspondents
Andreu Iglesias, César
Arce de Vazquez, Margot

Belpré, Pura

Bosch, Victor M.

Burgos de Saéz Corales, Consuelo
Colén Gordiany, Francisco

Concepcién de Gracia, Gilberto
Corretjer, Juan Antonio

Cotto Thorner, Guillermo

Emanuelli, Juan

Enamorado Cuesta, José
Fernandez Juncos, Manuel
Ferrer, José

Figueroa, Narciso

Garcia Rodriguez, Pablo
Garcia Rivera, Oscar
Gonzalez, José Luis
Jiménez Malaret, René

Lanauze, José A.
Machuca, Julio
Marcantonio, Vito

Box
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Mari Bréas, Juan

Marinello, Juan

Marques, Juan Luis
Mojica, Aguedo

Ojeda, Félix

Padilla, Elena

Pantoja, Antonia
Pifieiro Rivera, Lorenzo

Rivera Martinez, Prudencio

Séez Corales, Juan

Sanchez, Alberto
Santaliz, Pedro
Santos Rivera, Juan

Seijo, Jacinto

Vega, Bernardo
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