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FRANK TORRES (1928-)

Biographical Note:

Although Frank Torres is best known for his
contributions to the judiciary and the legal profession, he
is also regarded as an important civic leader and
legislator. He served in the State Assembly in 1963 and
1964 representing District Four in the Bronx and was
elected to the Supreme Court of the State of New York,
where he served from 1986 to 2001.
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Left to i’ight: Felipe N., Frank and Austin Torres.

Judge Torres was born in New York City on January 25,
1928 to Felipe N. Torres, a legendary family court judge
and State Assemblyman, and Flérida Medina. He
attended New York City public schools and graduated
from the prestigious Stuyvesant High School in
Manhattan. He obtained his Bachelors Degree in the
social sciences at the City College of New York (1946-
1951) and then went on to St. John’s University Law
School from 1951-1955. Torres also attended the
Manhattan School of Music where he studied the violin.

While at St. John’s Law School, he worked as a
counselor for the Children’s Shelter and as an
investigator and interviewer for the Department of
Welfare of the City of New York (1952-1956). His pre-
bench legal experience also included working as an
interpreter and as a law clerk in both the civil and
criminal courts (1956-1957).

On April 1, 1957 he was admitted to the Bar in New
York in the Appellate Division First Department. From
1958-1962 he worked as an assistant district attorney
under Daniel Sullivan and Isidore Dollinger. In 1962 in
opposition to the Democratic organization of the Bronx,
he ran as an independent candidate for the New York

Nota biogréfica:

Frank Torres es reconocido como un importante lider
civico, abogado y juez de Nueva York. Fue asambleista
en la legislatura estatal (1963-1964) por el distrito
namero cuatro del Bronx y el primer puertorriquefio
electo como Juez de la Corte Suprema del Estado de
Nueva York del 1986 hasta el 2001.

Naci6 el 25 de enero de 1928 en Nueva York y sus
padres fueron Felipe N. Torres (1897-1994; Juez de
Familia y Asambleista Estatal) y Flérida Medina.
Estudié en escuelas publicas y se gradudé de la
prestigiosa Stuyvesant High School en Manhattan en el
ano del 1945. En los afios de 1946 al 1951, realiz6 sus
estudios universitarios en el City College (CUNY),
donde obtuvo un bachillerato en ciencias sociales y
luego estudio leyes en el St. John’s University Law
School de 1951 a 1955. También estudi6 violin en el
Manhattan School of Music.

Mientras estudiaba leyes, trabajo como consejero de
nifios en el Children’s Shelter y como investigador social
y entrevistador para el Departamento de Bienestar Social
(Departament of Welfare) de la Ciudad de Nueva York
(1952-1956). Ademaés, sirvio como intérprete en las
Cortes Civiles y Criminales (1956-1957).

El 1 de abril de 1957 fue acreditado a ejercer la abogacia
en Nueva York en la Division de Apelaciones del Primer
Departamento del Estado de Nueva York. Trabajé como
Asistente del Fiscal de Distrito, Daniel Sullivan e
Isidore Dollinger, desde 1958 hasta 1962. Ese ultimo
afio, se postul6 en las primarias demdcratas, para suceder
a su padre a la posicion de Asambleista Estatal por el
distrito nimero cuatro del Bronx y pese a la oposicion de
la maquinaria del partido sali¢ victorioso.  Resultd
electo Asambleista Estatal del 1963 al 1964. Entre sus
esfuerzos legislativos, cabe destacar sus esfuerzos por
eliminar el examen de alfabetizacion que excluia a
muchos electores del proceso electoral.  También
introdujo legislacion para requerir que los oficiales de
policia tomaran cursos disefiados para entender las
necesidades de las minorias. En 1964, el candidato
respaldado por la maquinaria del partido sali6 electo en
votacion cerrada terminando asi su carrera de legislador.
No obstante, Frank Torres continud activo participando
en las campafias electorales de otros candidatos
puertorriquefios como Herman Badillo y Robert Garcia.



State Assembly and became the only independent Bronx
county candidate to win in that year’s primary. He
succeeded his father, Felipe N. Torres, in the fourth
district in the Bronx. Once in the Assembly, Frank
Torres introduced bills in the areas of education, social
welfare, civil rights and labor. His strong support for a
bill to eliminate the English literacy exam for voters
stands out in his record. He also introduced legislation
requiring law enforcement personnel to take special
courses to cultivate a more sensitive posture toward the
various minority groups with whom they interact. In
1964 he was defeated in his run for re-election, but he
continued to work actively in the electoral campaigns of
other Puerto Rican candidates such as Herman Badillo
and Robert Garcia.

In the years following his tenure in the State Legislature,
Torres dedicated himself for a time to practicing law at
the family law firm, Torres and Torres. Alongside his
father and his brother Austin, he handled a wide range of
civil, commercial, matrimonial and criminal matters.
Torres thereafter worked as an administrator in the
regional and area offices of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development, leaving after fifteen
years as the Director of Civil Rights and Equal
Opportunities of the New York area office.

Torres’ career as a judge began in 1980 when then
Mayor Edward I. Koch appointed him a judge of the
family court. From 1985-1986, he served as a judge in
the criminal court of the City of New York. Having
been appointed an Acting Supreme Court Justice in
1985, he then ran successfully for that position in the
general election of November 3, 1987. In January 1988,
he was sworn in as a Justice of the Supreme Court of the
State of New York for the Twelfth Judicial District.

Throughout his life and professional career, Torres has
been committed to the idea that the presence of
minorities in our society should be reflected in the
composition of professionals in the law. In support of
this idea, Torres consistently advocated the inclusion of
minorities in all careers involving law in our society.
The papers included in this collection richly document
his activities and contributions to this end.

In 1958, Torres and his wife Yolanda lola Mérquez
founded the Pamela C. Torres Day Care Center, named
after a daughter who died of leukemia in infancy. The
Center was created to provide day care services for the
children of poor families in the Bronx. While serving as
President of the Board of Directors, Torres oversaw the

Después de perder las elecciones de asambleista se
reincorporo a la préctica legal junto a su padre Felipe N.
y su hermano Austin Torres. EIl bufete de los Torres
representaba a sus clientes en las Cortes civil, de familia
y en la criminal. Posteriormente, trabajo por quince
afios como Administrador en la Oficina Local y
Regional de Nueva York del United States Department
of Housing and Urban Development y por dltimo como
Director del Civil Rights and Equal Opprtunities de la
oficina de area de Nueva York.

Su carrera en la judicatura comenzé cuando el Alcalde
Edward I. Koch lo nombr6 Juez en la Corte de Familia
en 1980.  Sirvio también en la Corte Criminal del
Condado de Nueva York de 1985 al 1986. Ocupo la
posicion de Juez Interino de la Corte Suprema del
Estado de Nueva York por el distrito del Bronx en 1985,
cargo para el que fue electo el 3 de noviembre de 1987.
Fue juramentado como Juez de la Corte Suprema del
Duodécimo Distrito del Estado de Nueva York en enero
de 1987.

A través de su vida y su carrera profesional, Torres ha
sido firme creyente y ha abogado por la adecuada y justa
representacion de los grupos minoritarios en nuestra
sociedad y en las profesiones en el campo legal. Sus
documentos evidencian su compromiso a este fin.

En 1958, Frank Torres y su esposa Yolanda lola
Marquez fundaron el Pamela C. Torres Day Care Center,
Inc., en memoria de su hija que muriéd de leucemia a
temprana edad. El propdsito de este centro era proveer
cuidado de nifios a familias minoritarias en el Bronx.
Torres fungié como Presidente de la Junta de Directores
de dicho centro. También trabajé como Agente
Asociado de Apelaciones del gobierno para la junta
naimero veinticinco del Servicio Selectivo del Bronx y
como miembro del New York City Anti-Poverty
Council, creado por el Alcalde John V. Lindsay. Formo
parte de diversas agrupaciones legales y religiosas, entre
las cuales estan: Association of the Bar, Committee for
Minorities in the Profession (Association of the Bar of
the City of New York), American Bar Association, New
York State Bar Association, Bronx Black Bar
Association, Puerto Rican Bar Association, Hispanic
National Bar Association, American Judges Association
y el New York Archdiocese Advisory Council of
Hispanic Pastoral Affairs.

Su interés por mejorar las condiciones de vida de las
comunidades minoritarias lo llevé a participar en
organizaciones tanto a nivel nacional como local: la



carrying out of the Center’s mission, which was to
provide day care services for the children of poor
families in the Bronx. Under Mayor John Lindsay,
Torres was a member of the New York City Anti-
Poverty Council and was active in numerous other local
and national organizations such as the New York
Archdiocese Advisory Council of Hispanic Pastoral
Affairs, the NAACP, the Urban League of New York,
the National Conference of Christians and Jews, the
Council on Adoptable Children, and the Puerto Rican
Board of Guardians, among others. It should also be
noted that his experience in community development
included his participation in the establishment of the
Ponce de Leon Federal Savings Bank, the first banking
institution of the Hispanic population in New York City.
He served as its first counsel.

As a leader and advocate in the legal pofession and the
judiciary, Torres was a member of the Association of the
Bar of the City of New York, the New York State Bar
Association, the Bronx Black Bar Association, the
Puerto Rican Bar Association, the Hispanic National Bar
Association, and the American Judges Association. The
documents in his collection give evidence of his
consistent advocacy for greater inclusion of Hispanics in
the judiciary, a topic about which he wrote and spoke
frequently. Among his published articles are: “Sharing
the Wealth: What Minorities Can Do to Help
Themselves” (Bar Leader, 1989), “The Need for
Hispanic Federal Judges” (New York Law Journal, 1990)
and “Opening the Courthouse Door” (New York Law
Journal, 1993)

In 1991, the National Bar Association honored Frank
Torres with the Wiley T. Branton Award for “leadership
on the cutting edge of law for civil, social, and economic
justice.” He was also awarded the Bartolomé de las
Casas Award in 1990, named after a Dominican friar,
who, while accompanying the first European invaders of
this hemisphere, advocated through his writings and
actions for the rights of the indigenous populations. The
Torres family holds a special place in New York Puerto
Rican history and was designated Model Family of the
Year in 1983 by the Desfile Puertorriquefio on its 25"
anniversary.  The papers of Frank Torres fill an
important gap in New York City history, particularly in
politics and law. Related collections in the repository
are the papers of Oscar Garcia Rivera, the first Puerto
Rican elected to public office in the U.S. and the papers
of legislator and judge, Felipe N. Torres.

National Association for the Advancement of People of
Color, la Urban League of New York, la National
Conference of Christians and Jews, el Narcotic
Treatment Center en el Sur del Bronx, Council on
Adoptable Children, el Community Service Society, la
Puerto Rican Board of Guardians y la Bronx Mental
Hygiene Board. Ademas, fue co-fundador del Ponce de
Ledn Federal Savings Bank, el primer banco latino
organizado en la Ciudad de Nueva York.

Una de las areas en que ha escrito con frecuencia es
sobre el tema de lograr una justa representacién de las
minorias en la rama judicial. Algunos de sus articulos
en este campo son: “Sharing the Wealth: What
Minorities Can Do to Help Themselves” (Bar Leader,
1989), “The Need for Hispanic Federal Judges” (New
York Law Journal, 1990) y “Opening the Courthouse
Door” (New York Law Journal, 1993).

El National Bar Association le otorg6 a Frank Torres el
premio Wiley T. Branton Award el 10 de octubre de
1991 por ser un abogado dedicado a lograr la igualdad y
justicia. En 1990, recibié el premio Bartolomé de las
Casas, honrando la memoria del prolifico fraile
dominico que se destacd por la defensa de los aborigenes
y por la denuncia de la explotacion de que fueron
victimas de parte de los europeos. Ademas, la familia
Torres fue galardonada por el Dia del Desfile
Puertorriquerfio, Inc. en su veinticinco aniversario como
la Familia Ejemplar del afio 1983.

Los documentos de Frank Torres contribuyen a llenar un
vacio en la historia de los puertorriquefios en la cuidad
de Nueva York, en especial en la esfera politica y legal.
Su coleccion complementa los documentos de Oscar
Garcia Rivera, el primer puertorriquefio electo a un
cargo publico en Estados Unidos y los del legislador y
juez, Felipe N. Torres.



Scope and Content:

The Frank Torres Papers document his contributions as
well as those of other members of his distinguished New
York “pioneer” family in the legal, political, and
religious spheres and their overall service to the
community. They are especially significant for
understanding the groundbreaking role played by Frank
Torres and his father, Felipe N. Torres in the judiciary.
Among the prominent names appearing in the collection
are his father, Felipe N. Torres, Congressmen Herman
Badillo and Robert Garcia, and former Archbishop of
Puerto Rico Roberto O. Gonzélez.

The bulk of the materials range from 1984-1998. They
consist primarily of personal, judicial and administrative
documents. Contained are letters, programs, legal briefs,
minutes, essays and proposals for community projects,
and newspaper clippings. The folders are arranged
alphabetically with items in chronological order.

The collection is divided into the following series:

I. Personal and Biographical Information
Il. The Torres Family

I11. Correspondence

IV. Writings

V. Judicial Functions

V1. Organizations

VII. Subject Files

VIII. Clippings

IX. Photographs

X. Artifacts

Alcance y contenido:

La coleccién de Frank Torres documenta la contribucion
de este puertorriquefio y otros miembros de su destacada
familia pionera en el ambito legal, politico, religioso y
de servicio a la comunidad a todos los niveles. Algunas
de las personalidades mencionadas en los documentos
son: su padre Felipe N. Torres, los ex-congresistas
Herman Badillo y Robert Garcia y el arzobispo de
Puerto Rico Roberto O. Gonzélez.

La mayoria de los documentos corresponden a los afios
de 1984 al 1998. Los cartapacios estan organizados en
orden alfabético y los documentos en orden cronoldgico.
Los documentos son de tipo personal, judicial y
administrativo. Contiene cartas, programas de
actividades, decisiones legales, recortes de periddicos,
minutas, ensayos Yy propuestas para proyectos
comunitarios.

La coleccion esta dividida en las siguientes series:

I. Informacidn biografica y personal
Il. Familia Torres

I11. Correspondencia

IV. Escritos

V. Funciones judiciales

V1. Organizaciones

VII. Archivo de temas

VIII. Recortes de periédicos

IX. Fotografias

X. Artefactos



Access Points/ Términos clave:
Name/Nombres:

Torres, Felipe N.

Wagner, Robert F. (Robert Ferdinand) -- 1910-1991
Marino, Eugene A. Archbishop -- 1939-2000
Lindsay, John V. (John Vliet) -- 1921-2000
Garcia, Robert -- 1933-

Gonzélez, Roberto O. Archbishop

Quero Chiesa, Luis, 1911-

Ponce de Leon Federal Savings Bank

Puerto Rican Bar Association

Association of the Bar of the City of New York
Association of Hispanic Judges

Association of Latino Attorneys

Pamela C. Torres Daycare Center

Puerto Rican Community Development Project

Subject Topics/Temas:

Civil rights.

Criminal courts -- New York (State) -- Bronx County.

Criminal courts -- New York (State) -- New York.

Criminal justice, Administration of -- New York (State) -- Bronx County.
Criminal justice, Administration of -- New York (State) -- New York.
Hispanic American legislators.

Hispanic Americans -- Civil rights.

Hispanic Americans -- New York City (N.Y.).

Hispanic Americans -- New York City (State) -- New York.

Hispanic Americans -- Politics and government.

Judges -- New York (State) -- New York.

Legislators -- United States -- States.

Minorities -- Legal status, laws, etc. -- United States.

Minorities -- United States.

Puerto Ricans -- New York (State) -- New York -- Social conditions.
Political participation -- United States — History 19th century.
Political participation -- United States.

Puerto Ricans in New York (City).

Puerto Ricans -- New York (State) -- New York.

Subject Places/ Materia de lugares:

Bronx (New York, N.Y.) -- Social conditions.

Bronx (New York, N.Y.) -- Politics and government.
New York (N.Y.) -- Politics and government.

New York (N.Y.) -- Social conditions.



Document Types/ Tipos de documentos:

Briefs (legal documents)/ Opinidn (documentos legales)
Clippings/ Recortes de periodicos.

Correspondence/ Correspondencia.

Essays/ Ensayos.

Minutes/Minuta.

Programs/ Programas.



Series I: Personal and Biographical Information
(1958-1999)

This series contains his curriculum vitae, materials
related to the public offices he held, campaign literature,
guestionnaires and applications for judgeships.

Serie I: Informacion biografica y personal (1958-
1999)

Esta serie contiene los siguientes documentos de Frank
Torres: curriculum vitae, informacion sobre los
diferentes cargos publicos que ejercid, informacion
sobre sus campafas electorales para las posiciones de
asambleista y juez, cuestionarios y solicitudes para la
judicatura.

Box  Folder
Caja Cartapa
cio
1 1 Application for Associate Judge of the Appellate Division, First
Judicial Department, 1993
2-3 Articles Related to Frank Torres, undated, 1959-1999
4 Assemblyman Position, undated, 1962-1964
5 Awards and Recognitions, undated, 1968-1999
6 Biographical Information, undated, 1968-1998
7 Business Cards, undated.
8 Campaign and Election for Supreme Court of the 12" Judicial
District, undated, 1987
9 Certificates, undated, 1976-1996
2 1 Charles H. Revson Legal Fellowship-Application, 1986
2-3 Commission on Judicial Nomination, undated, 1983-1993
4 Committee for the Election of Judge Frank Torres,
undated,1962-1988
5 Committee on the Judiciary for Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, 1981-1983
6 Consideration for Appointment to Appellate Division, 1993-
1994
7 Directory of Latino Attorneys and Law Graduates, 1984
8 Drawings, undated.
9 Electoral Campaign for Assembly, undated, 1962—-1968
10 Financial Statements, 1977-1995
11 General Information, 1967-1984
3 1 Governor Cuomo Judicial Screening Committee-Screening
Panel Submission, 1984 — 1987
2 ldentifications, undated,1968-1981
3 Indicator-Senior Book of Stuyvesant High School, 1945
4 Induction Ceremony of the Honorable Frank Torres as Justice
of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, undated,1987 —
1988
5 Judgment and Federal Tax Lien, 1967
6-7 Judicial Appointments, undated,1967 — 1981
8 Judicial Screening Committee, undated,1984 — 1993
4 1 Judicial Screening Committee Candidate Questionnaire, 1994
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Judiciary Reappointments, undated,1980-1985

Ledger Book, 1987

Leonscort Associates Trust Agreement, 1968 — 1979

Mailing Lists, undated.

Mayor’s Committee on the Judiciary-Questionnaire, 1967
Meetings and Activities, 1998

New York State Courts- Attorney Registration Forms, 1984
New York State Judicial Screening Committee, undated,1983 —
1993

New York State Judicial Screening Committee, 1994

New York Telephone Company Against Frank Torres, 1967
Nomination to Supreme Court Xllth District, undated,1983 —
1987

Notes, undated,1967 — 1998

Press Releases, undated,1967-1991

Stationery, undated.

Supreme Court Appellate Division, undated,1993-1994
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
Job Related Information, 1968-1980

Vehicle Identification Application, 1990

Citation to Frank Torres, A Member of the Bronx County
Council of the State Commission Against Discrimination, 1958
Diploma al mérito-Comité del Desfile de la Hispanidad, 1989,
1996

Directions for VVoting on the VVoting Machine, undated.

Mayor Robert F. Wagner Supports Frank Torres (political
poster), n.d.

State of New York-Governor’s Advisory Committee for
Hispanic Affairs, Frank Torres (Poster with photograph),

undated.

Series Il: The Torres Family (1927-1998)

The documents in this series trace the individual and
professional accomplishments of members of the Torres
family. There are extensive files about Frank’s father,
the eminent Felipe N. Torres, and Frank’s children
Andrea Lynn, Analisa and Ramoén. Also among the
documents are materials about Eugene A. Marino, a
cousin who was Archbishop of Atlanta Georgia in 1988.
A family reunion in 1955 is well documented as is the
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary of Frank and Yolanda
Torres.

Serie I1: Familia Torres (1927-1998)

Estos documentos nos permiten conocer los logros
personales y profesionales de los diferentes miembros de
la familia Torres. En especial, hay extenso material
sobre su padre Felipe N. Torres y sobre sus hijos Andrea
Lynn, Analisa y Ramén. Hay también documentos
sobre su primo Eugene A. Marino quien fue arzobispo
de Atlanta, Georgia en 1988. Incluye documentos sobre
la reunion de la familia celebrada en el 1995 y un
cartapacio de tarjetas de felicitaciones en el vigésimo-
quinto aniversario de bodas de Frank y Yolanda Torres.



Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio

6 6 25" Wedding Anniversary, undated, 1975
7 Colon, Juana Vicenta—Grandmother, 1989
8 Cousin’s News, undated,1974-1975
9 Family Reunion, undated,1975-1995
10 Family Video — Hispanic Experience, 1995
11 General, undated, 1927-1983
12-13 Marino, Eugene A. Archbishop, undated, 1962-1998
7 1 Medina Garcia, Anita Teresa- Sister, undated, 1990—
1992
2 Medina, Flérida- Mother, 1943-1985
3 Medina, William-Testament, 1977
4 Newspaper Clippings, undated,1959-1994
5 Torres, Alma, undated.
6-7 Torres, Analisa, undated, 1967-1995
8 Torres, Andrea Lynn, undated, 1957-1972

9-10 Torres, Felipe N., undated, 1949-1989

8 1-2 Torres, Felipe N., 1990-1998
3 Torres, Felipe N.-50" Wedding-Anniversary 1981
4 Torres, Felipe N.-Award, 1995-1997
5 Torres, Felipe N.- Funeral Service Sign in Book, 1994
6 Torres, Inocencia Bello, undated, 1990
7 Torres, Lucas Felipe, undated.
8 Torres, Pedro Luis — Estate, undated, 1976-1980
9 Torres, Ramon, undated.

9 1-2 Torres, Ramon, 1959-1994
3 Torres, Yolanda M.-Wife, undated, 1962—-1988
(OK] 1 Award Presented to Felipe N. Torres by Los Vecinos
de la Calle San Sebastian, 1992
2 Certificate of Admission to the New York Bar-Felipe
N. Torres, 1927
3 Certificate of Participation Presented to Felipe N.

Torres on: XIX Fiestas Calle San Sebastian by
Comision Puertorriquefia para la celebracion del
Quinto Centenario del Descubrimiento de America y
Puerto Rico, 1992

4 State of New York-Governor’s Advisory Committee
for Hispanic Affairs, Felipe N. Torres (Poster with
photograph), undated.

Series I11: Correspondence (1957-2000) Serie I11: Correspondencia (1957-2000)
There is incoming and outgoing correspondence in this | La correspondencia se divide en recibida y enviada. Hay

series, but it mostly contains correspondence received by | un pie cibico de las cartas recibidas por Frank Torres.
Frank Torres and a rich assortment of invitations and | Ademéas hay invitaciones y cartas de felicitaciones de

10



cards from prominent individuals in the Latino
community. Of special note is a letter from Bronx
Borough President Fernando Ferrer congratulating
Torres on a proposal called “A Bronx Clean-Up” which
was later successfully implemented.

Among outgoing correspondence are letters to judges
and community letters asking for support of his
candidacy for Supreme Court Justice. Included in them
is a letter of October 18, 1967 to Joseph Monserrat,
Director of the Migration Division of the Government of
Puerto Rico.

personalidades de la comunidad latina en Nueva York.
Entre ellas encontramos una carta de Fernando Ferrer,
presidente del Condado del Bronx (14 de julio de 1987)
felicitando a Frank Torres por la propuesta del programa
“A Bronx Clean-UP”.

En la correspondencia enviada incluye cartas a jueces y
lideres comunitarios solicitdindoles apoyo a su
candidatura como juez. Entre ellas hay una carta
dirigida a Joseph Monserrat, Director de la Division de
Migracién (18 de octubre de 1967).

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
9 4-5 Greeting Cards, undated, 1970-1994
6 Greeting Cards to Yolanda Torres, undated.
10 1-2 Greeting Cards to Yolanda Torres, 1975-1978
3-4 Incoming, undated, 1957-1982
11 1-5 Incoming, 1983-1993
12 1 Incoming, 1994-2000
2 Invitations, undated, 1971-1996
3 Memoranda-Incoming, 1971-1997
4 Memoranda-Outgoing, 1975-1997
5 Outgoing, undated, 1957-1986
13 1-2 Outgoing, undated, 1987-1999

Series 1V: Writings (1984-1997)

Contained here are articles published in journals and
newspapers, speeches and presentations, and other
writings. Of note among his writings is the article “The
Need For Hispanic Federal Judges” and “Opening the
Courthouse Door” (New York Law Journal, 1993) where
he protests discrimination against Latinos in the judicial
system of New York. This is a recurrent theme in his
papers.

Box Folder
Caja  Cartapacio
13 3
4-5
1997
14 1

1991

Serie 1V: Escritos (1984-1997)

Esta serie documenta sus escritos, discursos y
presentaciones publicas. Sobresale entre sus escritos los
articulos “The Need for Hispanic Federal Judges” (New
York Law Journal, 1990) y “Opening the Courthouse
Door” (New York Law Journal, 1993) en los que critica
la discriminacidn contra los latinos en el sistema judicial
de Nueva York.

Acrticles by Frank Torres, undated, 1988-1995
Presentations and Speeches, undated, 1984—

Writings by Frank Torres, undated, 1987-

11



Series V: Judicial Functions (1980-1997)

These documents reflect the diverse aspects of Frank
Torres’ work as a judge. Among them are samples of
judicial decisions as well as information about civil
ceremonies he performed.

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
14 2-3

1997

Serie V: Funciones judiciales (1980-1997)

Estos documentos muestran las diversas facetas de
trabajo de Frank Torres como juez. Entre ellos estan las
sentencias emitidas e informacion sobre las bodas civiles
que oficié como Juez de Familia.

Civil Weddings Performed, undated, 1980-

4 Clayton Decisions, 1992
5 Consolidations and Severance Decisions, 1993
6 Constitutional Speedy Trial — Decisions, 1993—

1994

7 Discovery, 1993

8 Dismissal Motions, 1985-1988

9 Family Court of the State of New York — Legal
Cases, 1984

10 Inspect, Dismiss and Reduce Decisions,
undated, 1989-1994

11 MAPP Decisions, 1993-1994

12 Miscellaneous Decisions, 1986-1993

13 Omnibus Decisions, 1992-1994

14 Post — Conviction Decisions, 1989-1994

15 Speedy Trial Decisions, 1987-1994

16 Suppression Hearings and Decisions, 1988—
1994

17 Trial / Hearing, n.d., 1986-1995

Series VI: Organizations (1957-1999)

Contained in this series are materials about the
organizations in which Torres actively participated,
providing evidence of the issues that interested him and
the causes he championed. Chief among these are
organizations in the political and legal spheres.
Represented are the Association of Hispanic Judges
(Asociacion de Jueces Hispanos), National Bar
Association, Hispanic National Bar Association, Puerto
Rican Bar Association and the Robert F. Wagner
Association. There are documents relating to
community organizations such as the Pamela C. Torres
Day Care Center and the Puerto Rican Community
Development Project and religious entities such as el
Comité de Nuestra Sefiora de la Providencia.

Serie VI: Organizaciones (1957-1999)

Esta serie contiene documentos sobre las diferentes
entidades en las que Frank Torres participd activamente.
Predominan las entidades de tipo politico y legal. Como
ejemplo tenemos la Asociacion de Jueces Hispanos,
National Bar Association, Hispanic National Bar
Association, Puerto Rican Bar Association y el Robert
Wagner  Association. Hay informacién sobre
organizaciones comunitarias como el Pamela C. Torres
Day Care Center y el Puerto Rican Community
Development Project y religiosas como el Comité de
Nuestra Sefiora de la Divina Providencia.

12
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American Bar Association, 1988-1991

Annual Benefit Banquet of Our Lady of Providence, 1983-
1995

Asociacion Puertorriquefia Pro Prdceres Boricuas, 1998
Asociacion Puertorriquefia y Hermanos, 1998

Association of the Bar of the City of New York —
Committee on Minorities in the Profession, undated, 1984—
1987

Association of the Bar of the City of New York—Committee
on Minorities in the Profession, 1988-1991
Association of Hispanic Judges, undated, 1983 — April 1989

Association of Hispanic Judges, May 1989-1997
Association of Judges of Hispanic Heritage, 1996 — 1997
Association of Latino Attorneys, 1988

Association of Puerto Rican Executive Directors, undated,
1987 — 1989

Brooklyn Bar Association, 1972

Club Cubano Inter — Americano, 1995

Coalition of 100 Black Women, 1987

Comité de Nuestra Sefiora de la Divina Providencia,
undated, 1988 — 1994

Committee to Commemorate Honorable Oscar Garcia
Rivera, 1986.

Council on Adoptable Children, undated, 1987 — 1989

De la Salle Academy — Newsletter, 1989

Democratic Leadership Council, 1986

Democratic Party — County of Bronx, 1964

Dominican Bar Association, 1988

El Museo del Barrio, undated, 1973

Family Law Committee, 1984

Grand Council of Hispanic Societies in Public Service Inc.,
1988

Hermanos de Salinas, 1991

Hispanic Group of the Office of the New York Area,
Department of Housing and Urban Development, undated.
Hispanic Labor Committee, 19731986

Hispanic League of New York, Inc., 1988

Hispanic Members of the New York State
Legislature/Judiciary, 1985 -1987

Hispanic National Bar Association, undated, 1983-1994
Hispanic Pastoral Affairs, undated, 1984-1996
Hispanic Society of Court Employees, 1991

Institute for Puerto Rican Policy, undated, 1985-1996
Institute for Puerto Rican Urban Students, 1984-1985

John F. Kennedy Democratic Club, undated.
Judicial Friends, undated, 1985-1993

13
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Latino Law Students Association, undated, 1986-1993
Legal Outreach, Inc., undated, 1984-1997

Lucha, 1992

Metropolitan Black Bar Association, 1984-1998

National Association for Puerto Rican Civil Rights, Inc.,
1986

National Association for the Advancement of Hispanic —
American People of African Origin, Inc., undated, 1984—
1990

National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed
Officials, 1991

National Bar Association, 1991

National Hispanic Scholarship Fund, 1991

National Institute for Ancient Black African Ancestry
Research, Inc., 1989

National Puerto Rican Forum, undated, 1972-1992
Network of Latino Law Students — Retention Program,
undated, 1984-1988

New York County Lawyers’Association, 1992

New York Lung Association, 1985-1990

New York State Assembly — Puerto Rican / Hispanic Task
Force, 1988-1992

New York State Bar Association, 1985-1986

New York State Trial Lawyers Association, 1984-1989
Pamela C. Torres Daycare Center, undated, 1958-1983

Pamela C. Torres Daycare Center, 1984-1997

Practicing Attorneys for Law Students Program, 1987-1992
Promesa, Inc., 1990-1991

Puerto Rican Bar Association, undated, 1957-1990

Puerto Rican Bar Association, 1991-1999
Puerto Rican Community Development Project, undated,
1966- 1973

Puerto Rican Educators Association, 1989-1990

Puerto Rican Forum, Inc., 1970-1972

Puerto Rican Institute for Social Research, undated, 1975
Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education Fund, undated,
1975-1991

Puerto Rican Organization for Growth, Research Education
and Self Sufficiency, 1986

Puerto Rican Research Exchange, 1991

Robert F. Wagner Association, undated, 1959-1964
Society of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick, 1992-1993
United Organizations of the Bronx, 1967

Young Cacique Leadership Training Program, 1993

Orientation (Newsletter) Organo del Puerto Rican
Community Development Project, Inc., 1967
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2 Proclamation of April 30, 1989 as Law Day-Association of

Hispanic Judges, 1989

Series VI1I: Subject Files (1959-1998)

Represented here are topical files treating the role of
Puerto Ricans and other ethnic groups in the following
areas: legal and civic (e.g. Bronx Clean-Up Project),
religious (e.g. Annual Benefit Banquet of Our Lady of
Providence), cultural (e.g. the Puerto Rican and Hispanic
Parades of New York). There are also files on Puerto
Rico.

Serie VII: Archivo de temas (1959-1998)

Los temas documentados en esta serie incluyen la
participacion de los puertorriquefios y otros grupos
étnicos en el campo: legal, civico (e.g. A Bronx Clean-
Up Project), religioso (e.g. el Annual Benefit Banquet of
Our Lady of Providence), social (e.g. el Desfile de la
Hispanidad y el Desfile Puertorriquefio de Nueva York)
y sobre Puerto Rico.

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
22 11 Against All Odds: The Challenges Faced by Latino
Children and Families in New York State, 1993
12 Archdiocese of New York, undated, 1986-1992
13 Bellacosa, Joseph W. — Judge, undated, 1986-1987
14 Board of Visitors of the City University of New York —
School of Law, 1997
15 Blood Tax: The Puerto Rican Contribution to the United
States War Effort by Luis R. Davila Colén, 1979
16 Bronx Clean-Up Project, 1987
17 Career Day — Education Prevention and Referral Program,
1988
18 Catholic Church and the Latino Community, undated,
1988-1990
19 Chambers, Robert — Murder Trial, 1988
20 City as School — Time Sheets, undated, 1991-1998
23 1-2 City University of New York Law School at Queens
College, undated, 1983-1996
3 Commission for a Pastoral Plan on Hispanic Ministry,
1984
4 Committee on Special Judicial Screening Procedures,
undated, 1985-1986
5 Court Room Television Network, 1992
6-7 Critica-Newsletters, 1994 — 1997
8 Curriculum of Inclusion, 1989
9 Delegates to Judicial Convention, 1983
10 Delinquency and the Puerto Ricans, 1959
11 Department of Puerto Rican Community Affairs in the
United States, undated, 1990
12 Description of the United States Culture and that of Puerto
Rico, n.d.
13 Desfile de la Hispanidad, undated, 1996-1998
14 Desfile Puertorriquefio de Nueva York, undated, 1975-
1997
15 Dr. Martin Luther King Junior High School-Law Studies
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Program, undated, 1987-1989

Ethnic Populations in the United States, 1988

Ethnicity of Judges, 1991

Eugenio Maria de Hostos Community College, 1985-
1996

Eugenio Maria de Hostos Community College — Advisory
Council, undated, 1973-1995

Event Programs, undated, 1984-1998

Ferrara, Vincent Judge, undated, 1983-1984

Fiestas de la Calle San Sebastian, undated, 1981-1992
Fordham University’s Hispanic Research Center, 1990
From Puerto Rican to Hispanic: The Politics of the Fiestas
Patronales in New York, 1990

Garcia, Robert-Congressman, undated, 1988

Gonzalez, Roberto O. — Bishop, undated, 1988

Haywood Burns Chair in Civil Rights, 1997

Hispanic Bar Associations, 1984

Hispanic Heritage Judicial Panel, 1993

Hispanic Heritage Month, 1990-1993

Hispanic Women Practicing Law, undated, 1986-1987
Impact of Criminal Justice on New York State’s African
and Latino Populations: A Focus on Corrections, 1993
Invisible Hispanic Attorney, undated.

John Jay College of Criminal Justice-Puerto Ricans and
Latinos in Criminal Justice Program, undated, 1989-1994
Judiciary Equal Employment Opportunity Program,
1989-1991

Latinos in the United States, undated, 1977-1986

Law and Education, undated, 1983-1994

Lebréon, Roberto — Attorney, undated, 1995-1997

Ledn, Lucy, undated, 1986

Marino, Eileen — Nun, 1991-1996

Memorial Services, 1985-1990

Mentor Program at New York University School of Law,
1986

Minorities in Law, 1984-1991

Minorities in the Federal Judiciary, 1991-1992
Minorities in the Judiciary, 1990-1991

Minority Employment Data, 1981-1984

Minority Judges, undated, 1988-1992

Minority Presence in the Federal Judiciary, undated,
1985-1990

Modesto, Philip C. — Judge, 1994-1995

Mora, George — Congressional Assistant, 1990-1993
Morel, Ricardo, undated, 1987-1997

Mufioz Marin, Luis — Governor of Puerto Rico, 1998
Newsletters, C-U

New York State Judicial Commission on Minorities,
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1988-1989

New York State Judicial Screening Committee, 1992—
1994

Non Traditional Approaches to Criminal and Social
Justice, 1993

Number of Minority Appointees Who are Sitting Judges,
1988

Nufiez, Emilio — State Supreme Court Justice, undated,
1995-1996

Obituaries- Memorial Services, 1959-1997

Pan -Latino Bar Association — Proposal, undated.
Permanent People’s Tribunal — Session of Puerto Rico,
1989

Persons According to Assembly Districts, undated.
Pluralism in America — Ten Ethnic Profiles, undated.

Political Candidates, undated.

Presentations and Speeches, undated, 1984-1996

Project to Increase Ethnic Diversity in the Judiciary,
1990-1991

Proposal for a Bar Association Project to Increase Ethnic/
Racial Diversity in the Judiciary of the State of New
York. Particularly in New York City, 1991-1994

Puerto Rican Family, undated.

Puerto Rican/ Latino Student and Legal Education, 1983—
1991

Puerto Rican New Yorkers, 1982

Puerto Ricans and Latinos in Law, 1984-1991

Puerto Ricans in the United States, undated.

Puerto Rico Showcase of Development, undated, 1962
Puerto Rico Tourism News Bureau, undated, 1986-1988
Quero — Chiesa, Luis — Biography, 1984

The Quest for Sovereignty / Puerto Rico Struggles to End
U.S. Colonialism, 1991

Quién es Quién (Who’s who)/ Suplemento de la Feria
Mundial/ Nueva York en la Mano, 1962-1964

Racial Diversity in the Judiciary, 1990-1993

Ramon S. Vélez Scholarship Fund, 1984

Resumes, 1984-1997

Retired Family Court Judges Group, 1983

Robertson, Ronald — Conviction, 1990

Rodriguez, Alicia M., 1990-1991

Rodriguez, Eugene, undated.

Sabater, Julio — Statement, 1991

St. John’s University School of Law, undated, 1984-1997

Seventy-Third A.D. Alternate Judicial Delegates, undated.

Somos Uno, undated, 1988 — 1992
Suarez Gonzélez, Oscar, 1985
Summer Interns, undated, 1990 — 1997
Supreme Court Project, 1985 — 1987
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15 Supreme Court of the State of New York — Legal Cases,

1986 — 1987
29 1 Thank You to My Adopted Puerto Rican Community,
undated.
2 Torrent, Carmen-Law Student, 1986
3-4 United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development, undated, 1975
5 United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development — Spanish Speaking Program, 1977
6 Urban Law Studies, 1987 — 1990
7 Women in Black and Hispanic Communities, n.d.
8 Young Lawyers and Lawyers to Be — Picnic, 1992
(OK] 1 Commemorating Hispanic Heritage Week, 1985
2 El Vocero: Reconocimiento a Distinguidos Hispanos, 1985
3 Map of Puerto Rico, undated.
4 Puerto Rican New Deal Democratic Union, circa 1960
5 Salvador R. Almeida (political poster), El Pueblo Tiene
Que Unirse para Luchar undated.
6 Viejo San Juan in Spanglish, undated.
Series VIII: Clippings (1960-1997) Serie VIII: Recortes de periddicos (1960-1997)

The series contains articles related to topics such as | La serie contiene los articulos periodisticos con temas
politics, community affairs, and a number of court cases | como: politica, asuntos de la comunidad y algunos casos

in which Torres was involved. judiciales en los que Torres estuvo involucrado.
Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
29 9-11 General, undated, 1960-1972
30 1-4 General, 1973-1997
Series IX: Photographs (1923-1998) Serie IX: Fotografias (1923-1998)

Included here are photographs from various phases of | La serie tiene fotografias sobre los diferentes aspectos de
Torres’ life, ranging from his personal life to his political | la vida de Frank Torres desde su vida personal, politica,

and social activities and his judicial history. social, civico y de su participacion en el sistema judicial.
Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
31 1 Community Involvement, undated.
2 Events / Ceremonies, undated, 1988-1998
3 General, undated, 1967-1996
4 Judicial Functions, undated, 1981-1991
5 Mufioz Marin, Luis- Autograph, 1964
6 Personal, undated, 1977-1991
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Series X: Artifacts (1962-1994)

This series contains several objects associated with
Torres’ activities: a Puerto Rican flag, a banner of the
Robert F. Wagner Association, Inc., a ceremonial
ribbon, and a pair of spats for military boots worn by
Felipe N. Torres when he was an officer in the United

States Army in 1917.

Box Item
Caja Pieza
32 1

2
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33 1

34
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Torres Family, undated, 1961-1967
Torres, Felipe N., undated, 1923
Trials, undated.

Work related, undated, 1959

Banner, Robert F. Wagner Association, Inc.,
undated

Handkerchief, undated.

Puerto Rican Flag, and letter for its request
undated.

Ribbons, 1987-1994

Sash, undated.

Spats, undated, 1917

Genuine Engraved Wedding Plates, 1983
Gold Chain and Medal with Jesus and the Virgin
Mary, undated.

Gold Medal with a Gavel, undated.
Hispanic Bar Association Medal, 1993
Judge-New York City Criminal Court (Door
Plaque), undated.

Law Day (Pin), undated.

Lock of Hair, undated.

New York State Democratic Convention-
Syracuse, New York, 1962

Silver Crucifix, undated.

Silver Medal with a Gavel, undated.

Somos Uno Santillana (Pin), undated.
Scapular, undated.

Serie X: Artefactos (1962-1994)

Esta serie contiene los siguientes objetos: medallas
religiosas y de mérito, cintas, prendedores, objetos
religiosos, una pancarta del Robert F. Wagner
Association, Inc., una banda ceremonial y las polainas
militares de su padre Felipe N. Torres, cuando sirvio
como oficial en el ejército norteamericano durante la
Primera Guerra Mundial que termin6 en 1917.
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