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EDWARD MERCADO (1937-)

Biographical Note:

Edward Mercado has distinguished himself in the area of
public service and civil rights. He is also a prolific and
capable photographer who has been documenting Puerto
Rican subjects for over forty years. Mercado has held
government positions at the state, city and federal level.
He worked for the Equal Economic Employment

Opportunity Commission and was Director of the New
York City Commission on Human Rights and the New
York State Division of Human Rights.

Born on July 18, 1937 in the South Bronx, Edward
Mercado was one of three children. Both his parents,
Pedro Mercado Més and Genoveva Pagan Acevedo were
from Mayagiiez, Puerto Rico. They migrated
independently to New York City in 1925 where they met
and married in 1934. Mercado went to P.S. 52 in the
Bronx and 186 in East Harlem, (El Barrio). At
Metropolitan Vocational High School he studied
photography which became a life-long passion.

Working life began for him at the age of fourteen in a
grocery store on 138" St. and Broadway. From 1959-
1961 he and a friend, Leon Sadoff, ran a candy store on
Columbus Avenue and 75" St., but in the summer of
1961, while in Puerto Rico, Mercado joined the United
States Army. He was shipped out to San Antonio Texas
and trained as a medical corpsman. While on leave in
Mexico City, he met Emma Cardoso who became his
wife. After his discharge in 1963, Mercado returned to
New York and in 1965 worked as a salesman for R.J.

Nota biogréfica:

Edward Mercado fue un destacado servidor publico en el
area de los derechos civiles en el empleo. Ha ocupado
cargos desde el nivel local hasta la esfera federal.
Trabajo para el Equal Opportunity Commission y fue
Director de la Comision de Derechos Humanos de la
Ciudad de Nueva York (New York City Commission on
Human Rights) y de la Division de Derechos Humanos
del Estado de Nueva York (New York State Division of
Human Rights). Por méas de cuarenta afios, Mercado se
ha dedicado a documentar la historia de la comunidad
puertorriquefia a través de su aficion a la fotografia.

Mercado naci6 el 18 de julio de 1937 en el Sur del
Bronx. Fue el tercero de una familia con tres nifios. Sus
padres, Pedro Mercado Mas y Genoveva Pagan,
Acevedo migraron a Nueva York en 1925 donde se
conocieron y se casaron en 1934. EIl estudié en las
escuelas publicas PS 52 del Bronx y PS 186 del Este de
Harlem (El Barrio) y fotografia en la Metropolitan
Vocational High School.

Comenz6 a trabajar a la edad de 14 afios en una tienda
de comestibles en la calle 138 y la avenida Broadway.
En los afios del 1959 al 1961, él y su amigo Leon Sadoff
establecieron una tienda de golosinas en la Avenida
Columbus y la calle 75 en Manhattan. Fue reclutado por
el ejército de Estados Unidos en el verano de 1961 en
Puerto Rico. Eventualmente, recibié entrenamiento
como “medical corpsman” en San Antonio, Texas y
termind su servicio en 1963. Al regresar a Nueva York
trabajo en una compafiia de seguros. En 1965, empezé a
trabajar como vendedor para R. J. Reynolds Tobacco,
Co.

Su trabajo de vendedor eventualmente lo llevéd a
participar en la campafia en que John V. Lindsay resultd
electo Alcalde de la Ciudad de Nueva York en 1965.
Durante esta campafia conocié a Angel F. Rivera del
Partido Republicano, quien le consiguié trabajo en el
sector publico. Su primera posicién como funcionario
gubernamental fue como Human Rights Specialist para
la Comision de Derechos Humanos de la Ciudad de
Nueva York (New York City Comission on Human
Rights) en 1966. En ese mismo afio, fue nombrado
Director Regional de la Comision de Derechos Humanos
del Estado de Nueva York (New York State Division of
Human Rights). Ademas, particip6 en las campafias de



Reynolds Tobacco Co.

While working for R.J. Reynolds, Mercado became
interested in Republican Party politics and in 1965
participated in John V. Lindsay’s mayoral campaign.
Here he met Angel F. Rivera of the Republican Party
who helped him find work in the public sector. His first
government job was in 1966 as Human Rights Specialist
for the New York City Commission of Human Rights.
In that same year, he was named Regional Director of
the New York State Division of Civil Rights. He was
active in the 1966 and 1970 campaigns of Governor
Nelson A. Rockefeller, as well as Senator Jacob K.
Javits” electoral campaign in 1968.  During his
appointment with the Rockefeller administration, he
strived to sensitize the Governor to the needs of Puerto
Ricans and other Latinos. He was successful in creating
programs to support Hispanic businessmen and in setting
up a Hispanic desk out of the Governor’s office. His
friend Angel F. Rivera was appointed Director of
Hispanic Affairs.

Mercado was later appointed District Director of the
Federal Anti-Poverty Programs in Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands, which were part of the U.S. Office of
Equal Economic Opportunity. During his tenure and
until 1973 when he left the position, he worked to
enforce the civil rights laws in Puerto Rico and he
pushed for funding for an anti-discrimination program
for Puerto Rican workers. He fought to get Puerto Rico
its share of anti-poverty funds including the islanders’
eligibility for the food stamp program. Mercado’s efforts
helped to improve the economic situation for Puerto
Ricans.

It was also during this time that he wholeheartedly
involved himself with Puerto Rican politics on the Island
and the pro-statehood party, Partido Nuevo Progresista
(PNP- The New Progressive Party). He became the
chief fundraiser for Carlos Romero Barcelé’s mayoral
campaign and was President of the New York Office of
the PNP.

In 1989, Mercado was appointed Director of the Office
of Civil Rights of the Department of Health and Human
Services in Washington, D.C. In 1995 he was back in
New York working for Governor George Pataki as the
Director of the New York State Division of Human
Rights.

Among his most important accomplishments was

1966 y 1970 del Gobernador Nelson A. Rockefeller y
del Senador del Congreso de Estados Unidos Jacob K.
Javits en 1968.

El 1 de abril de 1970 fue designado Director de Distrito
para los Programas Federales en Contra de la Pobreza
(Federal Anti-Poverty Programs) en Puerto Rico y las
Islas Virgenes en la United States Office of Equal
Economic Opportunity, cargo que ocupé hasta 1973. En
esta posicidon, Mercado luché para que se aplicaran las
leyes de derechos civiles en Puerto Rico, se otorgaran
fondos para programas antidiscriminatorios de
trabajadores puertorriquefios y por incluir a la Isla en el
Programa de Cupones para Alimentos. Al afio siguiente,
fue nombrado Director Regional en Nueva York de
dicha agencia. Otro nombramiento a nivel federal fue el
10 de abril de 1989, como Director de la Oficina de
Derechos Civiles del Departamento de Salud y Recursos
Humanos (Office of Civil Rights, Department of Health
and Human Services) en Washington, D.C. Dicha
posicion le asignaba la responsabilidad de velar por el
cumplimiento de los derechos civiles en los hospitales,
asilos, centros para enfermos mentales, centros de
cuidado de nifios y adopcidn y agencias de beneficios
publicos. EIl 11 de octubre de 1995, regresé a trabajar
con el Estado de Nueva York bajo la administracién del
Gobernador George Pataki quién le nombro Director de
la Division de Derechos Humanos del Estado de Nueva
York.

Uno de sus logros fue contribuir a que el gobierno fuera
mas accesible a la comunidad latina y a que se le dieran
posiciones gubernamentales a personas de origen latino.
Mercado fue responsable de organizar la primera
Conferencia del SIDA en Puerto Rico (1990) y ayudé a
la distribucion de fondos federales para combatir el
SIDA en la Isla.

Mercado como partidario de la estadidad para Puerto
Rico establecio vinculos con el Partido Nuevo
Progresista y presidio el comité de dicho partido en
Nueva York. Ademas de su labor en el gobierno y en la
politica, ha servido como miembro de diferentes juntas
de organizaciones civicas y comunitarias como el Boys
Clubs of Puerto Rico, Lupus Foundation, American
Cancer Society, National Association for Puerto Rican
Civil Rights, Puerto Rican Forum, Bronx River
Community Center, Puerto Rican Guidance Center y el
Grand Council of Hispanic Societies in Civil Service.

Entre los honores recibidos estan un doctorado honorario
de leyes de la St. John’s University (1992), ASPIRA



making government more accessible and responsive to
Latinos and bringing more Hispanics into government
positions. He was also responsible for organizing the
first AIDS Conference in Puerto Rico (1990) and helped
to put in place federal funding to combat AIDS on the
Island where it had reached crisis proportions.

Mercado has served on the Boards of numerous civic
and community organizations such as the Boys Club of
Puerto Rico, the Lupus Foundation, the American
Cancer Society, National Association for Puerto Rican
Civil Rights, Puerto Rican Forum, and the Grand
Council of Hispanic Societies in Civil Service, among
others. He was honored with the ASPIRA Service
Award (1992) and the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and
Education Fund Award.

His documents shed light on the role of Latinos in the
Republican Party and in government service. They also
contain information about pro-statehood organizing
among Puerto Ricans in the United States. The papers
provide insight into the career of a Puerto Rican
dedicated to public service and civil rights.

Public Service Award (1992) y el Puerto Rican Legal
Defense and Education Fund Award.

Mercado esta casado con la mexicana Emma Cardoso y
tiene dos hijos, Ivonne y Victor.

Sus documentos contribuyen a entender el rol de los
latinos en el Partido Republicano y los esfuerzos a favor
de la estadidad para Puerto Rico de la comunidad
puertorriquefia en Estados Unidos.  Su coleccion
evidencia la carrera publica de un puertorriquefio en la
esfera de servicio publico y los derechos civiles.



Scope and Content:

The collection documents the participation of Mercado
and other Latinos in Republican Party politics made all
the more interesting because Latinos have traditionally
favored the Democratic Party. It also deals with Puerto
Rican politics and the status issue, particularly the links
between the statehood movement and the Partido Nuevo
Progresista on the lIsland with Puerto Ricans in the
United States.  Additionally, there is a significant
number of photographic images of activities in Puerto
Rico and among the New York communities.

The papers consist of reports, correspondence, writings,
news clippings and photographs.

The collection is divided into the following series:

I. Biographical and Personal Information

I1. Correspondence

1. Writings

V. Depositions

V. New York State Division of Human Rights
V1. Organizations

VII. Subject Files

VIII. Clippings

IX. Photographs

X. Agendas, Appointment Books and Diaries

Alcance y contenido:

La coleccibn muestra la participaciébn de este
puertorriquefio y otros latinos en el Partido Republicano,
la administracion de programas para el mejoramiento de
los derechos de los trabajadores y medidas
antidiscriminatorias y los vinculos del movimiento
estadista y el Partido Nuevo Progresista con las
comunidades puertorriquefias en Estados Unidos. Las
fotografias y negativos constituyen un recurso para
documentar diferentes facetas de la comunidad
puertorriquefia y latina.

Los tipos de documentos incluidos en la coleccion
consisten de informes, correspondencia, recortes de
periddicos, escritos y fotografias.

La coleccidn esta divida en las siguientes series:

I. Informacién biografica y personal

I1. Correspondencia

I11. Escritos

V. Deposiciones

V. New York State Division of Human Rights
V1. Organizaciones

VII1. Archivos de temas

VII1I. Recortes de periddicos

IX. Fotografias

X. Agendas, libros de citas y diarios



Access Points/ Términos clave:
Names/ Nombres:

Cap0, Bobby -- 1922-

D’Amato, Alfonse M. (Martello) -- 1937-

Dinkins, David N. -- 1927-

Javits, Jacob K. (Jacob Koppel), -- 1904-1986.

Koch, Ed. (Edward Irving) -- 1924-

Lindsay, John V. (John Vliet) -- 1921-

Pataki, George E., -- 1945-

Rockefeller, Nelson A. (Nelson Aldrich), -- 1908-1979.
Romero-Barcel6, Carlos -- 1932-

Veldzquez, Nydia M. -- 1953-

Subject Organizations/ Materia de organizaciones:

Casita Maria.

New York (N.Y.). -- City Commission on Human Rights

New York (State). -- State Division of Human Rights.

Partido Nuevo Progresista

Republican Party

United States. -- Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.

Subject Topics/ Temas:

AIDS (Disease) -- Puerto Rico.

AIDS (Disease) -- Puerto Rico -- Prevention.
Civil rights -- New York (State) -- New York.
Hispanic Americans -- New York

Discrimination in employment -- Law and legislation -- New York (State)
Puerto Ricans -- New York (State) -- Civil rights.
Puerto Rico -- Politics and government -- 1952-
Puerto Rico -- Relations -- United States.
Political participation -- United States.

Puerto Ricans in New York (City)

Puerto Rican Day Parade

Parades -- New York -- New York.

Puerto Ricans -- Employment.

Puerto Rico -- Economic conditions.

Statehood (American politics)
Self-determination, National -- Puerto Rico.
United States -- Relations -- Puerto Rico.

Document Types/ Tipos de documentos:

Clippings/ Recortes de periddicos.
Correspondence/ Correspondencia.
Photographs/ Fotografias.
Publications/ Publicaciones.



Series I: Biographical and Personal Information
(1962-1999)

The series contains certificates, awards, resumes,
recommendation letters, and family information. It
includes documents about an honorary doctorate in Law
conferred upon Mercado by St. Johns University on May
24,1992,

Serie I: Informacion biografica y personal (1962-
1999)

La serie consta de certificados, premios, resimenes,
deposiciones legales, cartas de recomendaciones e
informacion sobre su familia. Incluye documentos sobre
el grado de Doctor en Leyes conferido por la
Universidad de St. John el 24 de mayo de 1992.

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio

1 1 Art Work, undated
2 Background Investigation Profile, 1994
3 Biographical Information, undated, 1967-1999
4 Business Cards, undated
5 Certificates and Awards, undated, 1962-1993
6 Ephemera, undated
7 Financial Statements, undated, 1989
8 Ford, Eddie-Grandson, 1995
9 Genealogical Tree, undated, 1999
10 General, undated, 1962-1995
11 International Certificate of Vaccination, 1971
12 Itinerary, undated
13 Job Related Information, undated, 1964-1999
14 Mailing Lists and Phone Numbers, undated, 1980-1994
15 Mercado, Emma-Wife, 1962-1984
16 Mercado, Victor, undated
17 New York State Division of Human Rights-Reception in

Honor of Edward Mercado, undated, 1995
18 Nomination as Commissioner of Human Rights, 1995
19 Oral History Interview, 1992
20 Press Releases and Writings About Edward Mercado,
undated, 1999
21 Stationery, undated
Oversized Documents
0S 1 Congratulations Commissioner Mercado!, undated

Series I1: Correspondence (1962-2000)

The files in this series are divided into incoming and
outgoing correspondence, greetings and invitations.
Many of the letters acknowledge his support of political
campaigns such as that of Sen. Jacob K. Javits. There
are also letters from public figures such as Carlos
Romero Barceld, Governor of Puerto Rico, Benjamin
Cole, Mayor of Mayagiiez, and Edward 1. Koch , Mayor
of New York City.

Serie I1: Correspondencia (1962-2000)

La correspondencia esta dividida en enviada, recibida,
felicitaciones e invitaciones. Las cartas recibidas
incluyen agradecimientos por su participacién en
diferentes campafias politicas. Por ejemplo, esta serie
contiene una carta (19 de noviembre de 1968) del
Senador Jacob K. Javits agradeciéndole  por su
participacion en la campafia politica. Ademas, hay
correspondencia cursada con personalidades como:



Benjamin Cole, Alcalde de Mayagliez, del pueblo natal
de sus padres (4 de febrero de 1974); Carlos Romero
Barceld, el Gobernador de Puerto Rico (7 de febrero
1983); y Edward I. Koch, Alcalde de Nueva York (25 de
julio de 1985).

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
2 1 Greeting Cards, undated, 1962-1999
2-6 Incoming, undated, 1963-1990
3 1-3 Incoming, 1991-2000
4 Invitations, undated, 1969-1999
5 Memoranda-Incoming, 1966-1999
4 1 Memoranda-Outgoing, undated, 1974-1999
2-4 Outgoing, undated, 1966-1989
5 1-6 Outgoing, 1990-1999

Series I11. Writings (1972-1995)

This series is comprised of notes, poetry, presentations
and speeches, newspaper articles and an incomplete
autobiography.  The autobiography, written in a
humorous style, covers the highlights of his life and
career. Other notable writings are: “What Price Inglés”
published in Civil Rights Digest: A Quarterly of the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights (1970) and “Hijacked! Or
How Not to Go to San Juan” from the Federal Times:
The Weekly Newspaper for Civilians in Government
(1972).

Serie 111: Escritos (1972-1995)

Esta serie se compone de anotaciones, poesia,
presentaciones, articulos periodisticos y discursos. Uno
de los documentos mas importantes en esta serie es su
autobiografia en la que relata los momentos mas
importantes de su vida. Otros escritos en esta serie son:
“What Price Inglés” publicado en el Civil Rights Digest:
A Quarterly of United States (1970) y “Hijacked! Or
How Not To Go To San Juan” en el Federal Times: The
Weekly Newspaper for Civilians in Government (1972).

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
6 1-2 Autobiography, undated
3 General, undated, 1972
4 Notes, undated, 1979
5 Poetry, undated
6

Presentations, Speeches and Statements,

undated, 1989-1995

Series 1V: Depositions (1977-1992)

This series concerns depositions which Mercado gave
before the Federal court and various government
commissions regarding discrimination cases. The
materials offer insight into Mercado’s role in the federal

Serie 1V: Deposiciones (1977-1992)

Consta de diferentes deposiciones que Mercado ofreci6 a
la Corte Federal y comisiones del gobierno referentes a
casos de discriminacion. Estos documentos proveen
informacion sobre las funciones que Mercado



agencies where he was employed.

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
7 1-3

desempefiaba como director y empleado en diversas

agencias federales.

Deposition Before the United States District
Court for the Southern District of New York-
Arthur  Stern vs. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission, Part I-111, 1991
Deposition Before the United States District
Court for the Southern District of New York-
Krieger vs. Kemp, Part I-11, 1992

Deposition Before the United States District
Court for the Southern District of New York-
Krieger vs. Kemp, Part 111, 1992

Deposition Before the United States Merit
Systems  Protection Board-Philadelphia
General Office — Harain D. Figueroa v. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, 1989

3 General, undated, 1997

Series V: New York State Division of Human
Rights (1968-1999)

This series provides insight into Edward Mercado’s role
as Commissioner of the New York State Division of
Human Rights. The agency was responsible for
protecting against race, sex, and religious discrimination
in employment, housing, education and finance. There
are reports, proposals and materials about Division
activities. Of note are materials documenting complaints
brought by the National Organization of Women against
George Pataki and Commissioner Mercado alleging
negligence on the part of the administration in the area
of housing and race discrimination.

Serie V: Division de Derechos Humanos del
Estado de Nueva York (1968-1999).

Estos documentos muestran la labor de Edward Mercado
como Comisionado de la Division de Derechos
Humanos del Estado de Nueva York. El propoésito de
esta agencia es velar por el cumplimiento de las leyes en
contra de la discriminacion racial, sexual o religiosa en
el empleo, vivienda, educacién y crédito. En esta serie
hay informes anuales, informacién sobre las distintas
actividades y presupuestos. Sumamente importante para
conocer sobre su carrera publica son los documentos de
las demandas legales que el New York State National
Organization for Women radic6 contra el Gobernador
George Pataki y el Comisionado Edward Mercado,
alegando negligencia por parte de su administracion en
el érea de vivienda y discriminacion racial.

Sorrentino-Legal  Case,

National Origin Complaints Filed, 1988-1996

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
8 4 Alvarez  Versus
undated, 1991-1994

5-6 General, undated, 1970-1999
7 Legal Cases, 1968-1998
8
9 Reports, 1985-1999



Series VI: Organizatio

Represented in this series
Mercado supported and

ns (1977-2001)

are organizations, which
participated in. Among

these are the United Nations Association of the
USA and the Boys Club of Puerto Rico. There are

also documents about

the Partido Nuevo

Progresista and its New York Committee. As

Director of the Office
Department of Health

of Civil Rights of the
and Human Services,

Mercado maintained links with many groups in
Puerto Rico. Among these materials is a proposal
from Antonia Pantoja, President of Producir, Inc.,
for the creation of the Puerto Rican Council on
Community Economic Development Organizations

dated December 18, 1992,

Box

Caja Cartapacio

9

Serie VI: Organizaciones (1977-2001)

La serie consta de informacion sobre las organizaciones que
Edward Mercado apoy6 activamente. Entre ellas estan la
United Nations Association of the United States of America y
el Boys Clubs de Puerto Rico. Ademas, hay documentos
sobre el Partido Nuevo Progresista y su Comité de Nueva
York. Como Director de la Oficina de Derechos Civiles del
Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos, Mercado
mantuvo vinculos con entidades en Puerto Rico. Por ejemplo,
esta la propuesta de Antonia Pantoja, Presidenta de Producir,
Inc., para fundar en la Isla un consejo comunal de las
organizaciones de desarrollo econémico (Puerto Rico Council
on Community Economic Development Organizations) con
fecha del 18 de diciembre de 1992.

Folder
1 Agrupacion Amigos del Tango, 1988
2 Alliance of Concerned Citizens of New York,
undated

Boys Club de Puerto Rico, 1985
Boys Club of America, 1985
Centro Literario Anacaona, 1994

Conservative Hispanic Breakfast Club, 1992
Cuban American National Council, 1998

3
4
5
6 Concilio Puertorriquefio Contra el Racismo, undated
7
8
9

Desfile Puertorriquefio de Nueva York (Ribbon),

1985

10 Grand Council of Hispanic Societies in Civil Service,
Inc., undated

11 Hispanic Business Advisory Board, undated

12 Hispanics for Pataki Committee, 1994

13 Jewish National Fund, undated

14 La Nueva Raza Institute, Inc., 1989

15 Latinos for a Fair Media, undated

16 Metropolitan ~ Spanish ~ Merchants  Association,
undated, 1978

17 National Association of Hispanic Journalists, 1991

18 National Community for Latino Leadership, 1999

19 National Council of La Raza (NCLR), undated, 1993-
1994

20 National Hispanic Amateur Athletic Council, Inc.,
undated

21 National Hispanic Corporate Achievers, Inc., 2000

22 National Puerto Rican Coalition, Inc., 1991

23 New York Federal Executive Board, 1980-1981

24 New York State Federation of Hispanic Chambers of
Commerce, 1984-1998

25 New York State Hispanics for Victory 88, 1988

10



26 Partido Nuevo Progresista, undated, 1978-2000

27 Producir, Inc., undated, 1992

28 Proyecto Corazén, Inc., undated

29 Puerto Rican American Community Association,
undated

30 Puerto Ricans for Political Action, undated

31 Puerto Rico Council on Community Economic

Development Organizations, 1992

32 Puerto Rico Corporate Liaison Group, 1986

33 Republican Party, undated, 1967-1968

34 Sociedad Puertorriquefia de Geneologia Bulletin,
1997

35 Spanish Speaking Program Coordinator Council,
1977

36 Teatro Rodante Puertorriquefio, 2001

37 United Nations Association of the United States of

America, 1996

Series VII: Subject Files (1924-2000)

These files contain materials about politics and political
activities, entertainers, genealogy and numerous items
related to Puerto Rican and Latino cultural and social
activities. There is, for example, information about
Nelson Rockefeller’s gubernatorial campaigns. The pro-
statehood movement in Puerto Rico, the inauguration of
Governor Carlos Romero Barceld, and other political
affairs are included. There is also a proposal for a
campaign about the problem of employment
discrimination in Puerto Rico.

Serie VII: Archivo de temas (1924-2000)

Entre los temas que Mercado tenia gran interés hay
actividades politicas, sociales y culturales. Entre los
documentos relativos a la politica esta el cartapacio
sobre la camparia electoral de Nelson A. Rockefeller,
Gobernador de Nueva York. También compild
informacion sobre diferentes agencias gubernamentales,
genealogia y sobre los latinos y puertorriquefios en
Estados Unidos. Hay documentacién sobre Puerto Rico
en especial sobre la estadidad de la Isla y de la
inauguracion gubernamental de Carlos Romero Barcelo,
celebrada el 2 de enero de 1977. Inclusive hay una
propuesta para promocionar una campafia educativa
sobre los problemas de discriminacién de empleo en
Puerto Rico.

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
10 1 African Heritage, 1992
2 Aqui No Se Habla Espafiol, 1970
3 Art, undated
4 Ayala, Jacinto L.-Background Information, 1982-
1998
5 Banco Popular de Puerto Rico, 1982
6 Behind the Curtain, undated
7 Brady, Julio A. — Lieutenant Governor of the U.S.
Virgin Islands, 1984
8 Brooklyn College Proposal, 1991
9 Campaign Paraphernalia, undated
10 Cap0, Bobby, undated, 1989-1997
11 Carbonell, Ana C. -Director of Station Relations-
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NBC4, 1998

Caribbean Atlantic Airlines (CARIBAIR), 1967-1972
Channel 47 (WNJU-TV), 1968

Chavez, César, 1968

Civil Rights, undated, 1969-1994

Colén, Michael A. — Candidate for City Council,
undated, 1969

Colén, Miriam, undated

Colon, Willie-Political Campaign, undated

Cuomo, Mario-Governor of New York, undated, 1994
Diaz, Angel-Candidate for State Senate, undated
Directories, undated

Diversity in the Federal Work Force, undated, 1980
Dominicans in the United States, 1998

Election Paraphernalia, undated

Elimination of 2% Set-Aside Provision Applicable to
Puerto Rico, 1971

Encuentro Empresarial, 1999

Equal Employment Opportunity  Commission,
undated, 1974-1999

Espada for Assembly, undated

Ethnic Composition of the New York City’s
Population, 1960-1965

Event Programs, undated, 1964-2000

Genealogy, undated, 1996-2000

Guanica Forest, 1991

Guia de la Politica de Viviendas Justa, undated

The Hispanic American Recipients of the Medal of
Honor, undated

Hispanic Behavioral Health Workforce Development
Conference, 1995

Hispanic Genealogical Society of New York, 2000

Hispanic Interns in Community Service Program-
Progress Report, 1988-1991

Hispanic National Law Enforcement Association on
Symposium and Annual Conference, 1990

Hispanic Society Police Department City of New
York, Inc., 1970-1972

Hispanic Utilization of Civil Right Agencies of the
Northeast, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands,
undated

Hispanic Voters, 1977

Hispanic vs. Latin, undated

Hispanics and President George Bush, Sr., undated,
1991-1992

History of the 65" Infantry Division of Puerto Rico,
undated

HIV/AIDS Epidemic in Puerto Rico, 1989-1992
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jHola!, 1995-1998

Hurricanes in Puerto Rico, undated, 1989-1996

Javits, Jacob K. -United States Senator, undated,
1965-1968

Jiménez, Antonio-Patrolman, 1968

La Familia-An En foco Exhibition, 1979

Latin Exchange, 1977

Latino Child Poverty in the United States, 1978-1994
Latinos and Film, 1998

Latinos in the Northeast Myths/Realities, 1998
Latinos in the United States, undated, 1978-1999

La Vida-Play, undated

Leadership and the Hispanic Federal Executive- The
Charlottesville Manifesto, 1980

Malaret, Marisol-Miss Universe, 1970

Mapa de Artesanias, 1979

Memorial Services, 1972-1994

Mexican Americans: Natural Republicans, undated
National GI Forum Convention, 1971

National Hispanic Heritage Presidential Tribute, 1991
New York City Transit Police Department-Hispanic
Society, 1990

New York State Finance Committee-Agenda, 1995
New York’s Most Influential Latinos, 1997

Novello, Antonia C., 1990

Numismatic History of Puerto Rico, undated
Opting-Out Public Meeting- Mayaguez, Puerto Rico,
1972

Ortiz, Félix-District 51 Candidate, undated

Outline of Hispanic Concerns, 1980’s

Pagan Acevedo, Genoveva, 1982

Pataki Campaign, undated, 1994

Pataki, George E.-Labor and Civil Services Transition
Team, undated

Policia de Puerto Rico, undated

Premio Encuentro 1992: A Tribute to Hispanic
Achievement, 1992

Press Releases, undated, 1965-1993

Profile of Hostos, undated

Proposal for an Educational Campaign Regarding
Employment Discrimination in Puerto Rico, 1976
Proposal for Opening an EEOC Office in the
Caribbean, undated

Puerto Rican and Latino Vote, 1984

Puerto Rican Crafts - Catalog, n.d

Puerto Rican Flag Centenary-Philatelic Event, 1995
Puerto Rican/Hispanic Military History Project,
undated

Puerto Rican Independence, 1977
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Puerto Rican Labor Force, undated

Puerto Rican Tales, undated

Puerto Rican Traveling Theater, undated, 1994-1998
Puerto Ricans in Hawaii, 1989

Puerto Ricans in the United States, 1967-1998

Puerto Rico, undated, 1924-1998

Puerto Rico and The Americans with Disabilities Act,
1991

Puerto Rico and the Spanish American War, 1997-
1999

The Quest for Empowerment/The Hispanic Struggle
for Civil Rights in America, 1992

The Quest for Race/Sex and Ethnic Equality in Puerto
Rico, 1974

Ray, Johnny-Musician, undated, 1994

Resumes, undated, 1997

Rivera, Hunter, Col6n and Dobshinky, LLP-Attorneys
at Law, 1998

Rivera, Roger, undated

Rockefeller, Nelson A. —Governor of New York,
1966-1969

Romero Barceld, Carlos-Governor of Puerto Rico,
undated

Santos de Palo-Art Exhibit, undated

School Integration: A Puerto Rican View, 1963
Servicios Sociales, 1972

Sol de Borinquen, 1998-1999

South Bronx Task Force, 1969

Special Problems Confronting the Spanish-Speaking
Workforce, 1984

Statehood of Puerto Rico, undated, 1977

The Status Debate in Puerto Rico, undated

Story of the Coqui, undated

Troche, Alfonso-Assistant Press Secretary to Mayor
John V. Lindsay, undated, 1968

United States Civil Services Commission-Hispanic
Employment Program, 1978

United States Department of Health and Human
Services- Office for Civil Rights, undated

United States Hispanic Market, 1998

Virgin Islands, 1984

Women Workers in Puerto Rico, 1970

Oversized Documents

“Solo Cumpli Mis Ordenes” (Oliver North), undated
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Series VIII: Clippings (1965-1999)

The clippings are about Edward Mercado and issues
pertaining to the Latino community in the U.S. and
Puerto Rico. One of the items is a letter to the editor of
the New York Times by Mercado protesting an article
titled “Understanding Spanglish” which was critical of
Puerto Rican Spanish.

Serie VIII: Recortes de periodicos (1965-1999)

Esta serie es una coleccion de los articulos periodisticos
sobre Edward Mercado y otros temas referentes a la
comunidad latina y Puerto Rico. Contiene un recorte
resefiando cuando el Secretario de Servicios Sociales de
Puerto Rico le confiri6 un reconocimiento por su
cooperacion con dicha agencia (16 de marzo de 1972).
También, incluye una carta al editor que él envi6 y fue
publicada en el New York Times, en protesta por un
articulo titulado “Understanding Spanglish”, donde se
criticaba el espafiol de los puertorriquefios residentes en
Nueva York (30 de diciembre de 1970).

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
16 1-2 General, undated, 1965-1999
3 Mercado, Edward, undated, 1966-1996
4 Puerto Rico, undated, 1967-1995

Series IX: Photographs (1968-1997)

This is a rich series containing approximately 18,000
negatives and hundreds of prints which document
numerous subjects mainly concerning Puerto Ricans in
New York over more than a forty year period.
Additionally, they include a good number of images of
Puerto Rico, its political leaders and key events
primarily from the 1970s. The New York images deal
with topics such as the Puerto Rican Day Parade, Casita
Maria, political leaders and campaigns, and numerous
cultural activities. Musical artists such as Tito Puente,
Bobby Capd, Lucecita Benitez, José Feliciano, Felipe
Rodriguez, Johnny Ray, Olga Tafion, and championship
boxer, José Cheglii Torres are represented among the
negatives and prints. Many of the photographs relate to
Mercado’s public activities and family life.

Serie IX: Fotografias (1968-1997)

Las fotografias y negativos testimonian la vida personal
y publica de Edward Mercado en las diferentes
actividades sociales, culturales y politicas en que
particip6.  Ademéas de documentar sus gestiones
publicas, entre ellas su rol como Director de la Equal
Employment  Opportunity  Commission (EEOC).
Algunas de las fotografias estdn autografiadas por
personalidades politicas como Jacob K. Javits y Perry
Duryea (candidato a la gobernacion de Nueva York) y
por figuras de la farandula puertorriquefia como Olga
Tafdn, Bobby Cap0, Lucecita Benitez, José Feliciano y
Felipe Rodriguez. Hay dos cajas de los negativos que
tomd sobre eventos publicos y personales.

Box Folder
Caja Cartapacio
16 5 Art, undated
6-7 Events, undated, 1968-1997
8 Personal, undated
9 Ray, Johnny-Salsa Singer, undated
10 Rosa, Margarita-Commissioner of New
York State Division of Human Rights,
undated
11 Siempre Piel Canela: La Musica de Bobby
Capo, 1997

15



17-19 Negatives, undated

Series X: Agendas, Appointment Books, and Serie X: Agendas, diarios y libros de cita (1964-
Diaries (1964-1999) 1999)

Included here are itineraries and plans for various | Estos documentos tienen sus itinerarios y planes en
activities both personal and work related. relacion con actividades laborales, familiares, reuniones,
invitaciones y conferencias de prensa.

Box Folder

Caja  Cartapacio

20-22 Agendas, 1964-1999
23 1-4 Appointment Books, 1983-1989
24 1-4 Diaries, 1966-1977
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